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From the Editor-in-Chief

The journal “Sjani” celebrates its 10" anniversary and I consider it a notable event
in the Georgian scholarly community. The journal has convened the representatives of
contemporary Georgian literary criticism and humanitarian sciences and created a truly
valuable history of humanitarian thinking since its foundation. “Sjani” became a kind of
intellectual, transitive gate from Soviet ideological literary criticism outwards — towards
various, dynamic, contemporary philological researches.

During the last ten years a lot of changes have been witnessed: the thematic and visual
image of the journal has been established, the editorial board and the area of its distribution
have been expanded, international contacts and the interest of foreign colleagues towards the
journal have increased. Nowadays, “Sjani” is one of the authoritative Georgian editions in the
sphere of humanities, striving to establish itself on the international philological market.

It is honour for me to be given the opportunity to be the editor-in-chief of the journal
“Sjani”: it gives one a unique chance to participate in brave experiments and have a privilege
to breathe in the air of an interpretative freedom!

Professor Irma Ratiani
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The scholarly journal “Sjani” represents one of the most important results of the
collaboration between Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University and Shota Rustaveli Institute
of Georgian Literature.

Due to its compliance with modern philological standards, high academic level and
wide scholarly contacts the journal has achieved significant success: “Sjani” is the pioneering
Georgian peer-reviewed scholarly journal, which is officially engaged in the international
network of distribution and is on course to be granted the status of international peer-
reviewed journal in the near future.

I would like to congratulate this journal with its 10 anniversary and let it have
advances in the complicated sphere of scientific communications which involves a lot of
responsibilities.

Professor Giorgi Khubua
Rector of Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University
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The appearance of the first issue of the journal “Sjani” in 2000, on the crossroad of
centuries, indicated that the theoretical thinking, released from ideological dictate, had to
resist the old dogmata of “social class literary studies” and tend towards western theoretical-
methodological researches in order to escape crisis.

As the cultural fact of the transitional epoch, the very first issues of the journal “Sjani”
were not secured from eclecticism, however the editorial board implemented the strategy of
the acknowledgement and propaganda of conceptions of literary criticism which were new
for literary-theoretical thinking. Owing to this, “Sjani” has published a number of useful and
important publications in support and for the establishment of new strategies.

The renewal of literary critical thinking was primarily connected with the emergence
of new generation dedicated to literary criticism. I consider that nowadays this generation
leads the journal “Sjani” quite affectively. “Sjani”, with its renowned and attractive design
has become a journal of international standards. Due to its wide range of problematic and
approaches it is paving its way towards international sphere. It owes its merit to the editor-
in-chief and the whole intellectual board.

10 years is the age of adulthood — only a starting point. I will be looking forward to
new and more sophisticated issues of the journal “Sjani”.

Teimuraz Doiashvili
The First Editor-in-Chief of “Sjani”
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69001, Lobsdwgoemols 30dsd3sl  ameolbdmdes sds o 03 asdmbsbzol  LsBmsemgdoo.
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babgoma Bgemmzbgdols Lggg®mdo eb@sgmdol dgaeligdol mdsmemabo  3G0Bg@0do, sba
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@9a96s 017 3oedm(393s bBognGo g3dmdols baymemgsbms Fglsbgd, mdmgdag Lagsbmsb
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05305 ,,876930L  0bBmE0s80* (0. XXXV) asdmazqdl smgbgmo  3bsgzdgdols —
B3dbglobs s bBgdmm 6sblgbgda ds@rslombols Ggx0dc0ls msgdgbsdigg $36s3L, Bey-
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Fg30Lgl ols, M3 biyenbeb-Lsdsl s®s380 brgds, Ggbglsbbols 3mmB gemgem Loghgdo.

h3gbl §0bsdgs IbsE3eImds, byemegbgds, dodgdynco L@y, s8396s@ g3sdmamabo-
0 35O0mdols s Bosdmzbgdols doegdols g3b]i000. FbsBz@gdo s@8z00m86 BbgmdMg
JbxbsL s a@dbcdab Loz@gol asdm, MeEgsh ogo Bgmemabgdals dobos asdmbsgmbos,
OOdgmo sOG 3¢xgal 83830390l ©s 3 3MWRIOL Hedygmal, g. 0. msgolyegs-
03 JrGremoliogsh. Hemgm®3 dobBogogsool 8usmm dmbsfoemabo (3bsg361980), ol
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Teimuraz Doiashvili
“The Book of Wisdom and Lies” and “The Book of Wisdom and Lies”
Summary

Keywords: Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, K. Gamsakhurdia, mimesis, modernism,
totalitarianism.

At the end of the 1920s, in the period of propaganda of ideologically motivated
vulgar realism and aesthetic empiricism in Soviet writings, K. Gamsakhurdia publishes
a fable type short-story with marked title — “The Book of Wisdom and Lies”. Repeating
the conceptual title of the 18" century Georgian classic writer Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani’s
book of fables, the writer implicitly defends the status of invention (lies) and creative
fantasy.

S.S. Orbeliani’s fable “Italian Artists” serves as a direct source for Gamsakhurdia’s
text, whose author not only shares the theory of mimesis but as a writer of late Renaissance
(baroque) criticizes aesthetic empiricism from Aristotelian standpoint. “The game”
of artists embraces the parodying elements of imitation principles as well, therefore
revealing complaint towards the “untruthfulness” of mimetic art.

Gamsakhurdia had perceived “Italian Artists” from the standpoint of criticism of
mimetic art, which was essential for modernist writers. This serves as means for building
bridges between two epochs, followed by modernistic interpretation of classical texts:
as artists do play, and play is an irrevocable sign of crisis (Theodor Adorno, Walter
Benjamin), modernist Gamsakhurdia detected the negation of mimetic, imitative lies in
classic texts and tied it with the collapse of lies and western theories about the crisis of
myth.

In support of modernistic aesthetics, Gamsakhurdia worked out a witty strategy:
under the political-ideological pressure he used the authority of classical heritage —under
the mask of S. S. Orbeliani’s book of fables published a modernistic manifesto nourished
with Nietzsche’s and Wilde’s anti-mimetic, non-realistic conceptions.

Gamsakhurdia’s “The Book of Wisdom and Lies”, depicting the longing towards
national roots of modernism, serves as fact for defending creative freedom under
totalitarian regime.
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Ivane Amirkhanashvili
Syntax of Hagiography: Grammar or Style?
Summary
Keywords: syntax, scheme, conjunction, principle, style.

Syntax — this is what creates a hagiographic text. Sentences are not written but
emerge as a result of chain reactions. The functional-stylistic importance of the sen-
tences is apparent. Expressive function alongside with the informative one eventually
aids to its main function - the successful delivery of information.

It is obvious that the author does not try to create the neutral style. On the con-
trary, by using prosodic elements he creates the lingual-poetic wholeness of a text; gives
the phrase emotional-psychological coloring.

This serves as a common characteristic feature of hagiography. Naturally, there
are slight variations, though the stylistic feature remains the same, the tendency is pre-
served almost everywhere; it is especially true about meta-phrase stories.

Giorgi Mtatsmindeli’s “The Vitae of Our Blessed Fathers John and Euthymius
and an Account of their Worthy Achievements” is a standard work, revealing character-
istic features of Hagiographic syntax.

Syntax scheme and precise norms for its implementation are presented.

Syntagmatic unit acquires the status of paradigmatic one. Collocation is imple-
mented through the norms of harmony.

Creation of the sound harmony is one of the main aims of the writer. Text is dis-
played as uninterrupted acoustic series, represented in the form of complex sentences.

Two main types of complex sentences are singled: attributive and adverbial
clauses.

The story starts with a series of attributive clauses.

The pronoun “which” opens like a fan and creates festive intonation. This is the
affect of lines moving with centric energy; from one, one noun, as from centre, a series
of ideas flow as waves, marching towards the reader.

Adverbial clauses serve as means for holding syntax-conceptual balance. We
have a three-stage figure, each stage equally contributing to the structure of logical sub-
stantiation: I stage reason; Il stage comparison; I1I stage result.

Adverbial clause, occupying an initial position, followed by main clauses — such
structure is more convenient for Giorgi Mtatsmindeli. He defines the peculiarity of the
language by the frequent use of the conjunction “and”.

Under the influence of Greek they start the sentence with the conjunction “and”,
after being used intensely, it became an organic part of Georgian syntax. “And” does
not represent a conjunction here, but a syntactic element of inner renewal. Besides, each
important episode of the text finishes with the conjunction “as”, followed by conclusion
— phrase of any character. This adverbial conjunction had various meanings on different

stages of Old Georgian language, it meant “as”, “as to”; “because”,”if”’; “and” (Kiziria
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1969: 52).

There are often constructions when sentence starts with “as” and finishes with
conjunction “as”.

Syntactic constructions open like waves from centre towards edges. As a stone
dropped into the water and egitates it.

It should be singled out that connectors are characterized by high valency, that is
they have the ability to join or combine other words, sentences and opinions.

It is no secret that the eclesiastic literature of V-XI century is strictly normalized.
Everything is subject to the rule, the syntax among them. This is a scheme, a polyphonic
structure.

We can conclude that the syntax of hagiography is paradigmatic, it is the para-
digm, stable entity, which creates harmony and refinement of the language.

In hagiography language as uninterrupted movement and creation serves as me-
ans for expressing ideas. Ideas come into being with the help of syntax.

It is obvious, that the function of syntax is not limited to the grammatical one; it
is neither a merely structural scheme. Outer form, connection between sentence parts
and order — these all form the front aspect, in addition it has the second aspect — inner,
deep syntax.

The connection between outer form and deep synatx can be envisaged as a route
from grammar to syntax.

The syntax creates the main intonation, preserves its wholeness.

The spoken language, as a horizontal is opposed by style, as a vertical.
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Gaga Lomidze

Composition of Realistic vs. Postmodern Prose
Summary

Keywords: literary theory, literary concepts, narratology, contingent possibilities.

A term composition can be defined as feature of composing a text that determines
its content, character and purpose that at a certain extent facilitates to its reception
process. To organize a literary text or to compose it is an essential organizing component
of literary/artistic form and it gives a literary text its wholeness, at the same time
subordinating every single element to each other and to the whole. Composition is a
formal part of a literary text, but it often defines its content. It helps an author to fulfill
his/her intentions.

By outlining different point of views in literary texts, it is possible to describe a
structure of literary text. A point of view implies an attitude of an author, according to
which s/he tells us a story. Thus, it is possible for us to identify several viewpoints in a
literary text: ideological, phraseological, psychological and temporal-and-spatial.

The article deals with the viewpoints in literary texts identified in “A Poetics of
Composition” by Boris Uspensky.

In a history of literature methods of organizing a literary text are drawn out that
combine it as a whole. Generally a literary text can have a prologue, an exposition
always precedes a plot, a literary text is always ended by an epilogue, etc. These elements
construct a frame of literary or artistic text in the frames of which key events develop
without damage of unity of a literary text. A method of plot framing, when an author
brings the narrator into a text that tells the stories confirming system of values presented
in a literary work and/or introduces additional information to the reader, is usual. This
kind of frame could involve several stories.

Esthetical and ideological priorities of certain epoch or changes of cultural
paradigms significantly define features of compositional construction. For instance,
in 20-21% centuries a 19" century linear narrative (i.e. “On the Gallows” by Ilia
Chavchavadze) has been substituted by non-linear narrative (i.e. “Mr. Dixley’s Box”
by Aka Morchiladze). It is worth to mention that 19" century tendency of omniscient
author has been replaced by the activation of the reader’s attitude since the declaration
of concept of the death of the author. The situation is visible enough while comparing
the prose fiction by Ilia Chavchavadze and Aka Morchiladze.

For descriptive reasons “On the Gallows” by Ilia Chavchavadze and “August’s
Solitaire” are analyzed in the article according to viewpoint triad — author-text-reader.
Thus, we try to reveal how the canons of composition had changed between 19" and 21+
centuries as well as issues concerning reader’s reception.

As a conclusion, we cite the words by Yuri Lotman where he differentiates a
unity of might-have-been possibilities in real life and in literary texts. In this respect,
we conclude that a literary text could be considered as the different kind of reality and
to compose a literary or artistic work is similar to working on a fiction, when a writer
faces the same might-have-been or contingent possibilities where s/he have to make a
choice.
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Irma Ratiani
The Models of Literary Discourse within Soviet Totalitarianism

Summary

Keywords: Soviet totalitarianism, literary discourse, Soviet discourse, Anti-Soviet
discourse.

The aim of this paper is to discuss and analyze structural models of literary
discourse being captured within the frameworks of Soviet totalitarian regime.

Literature is a conceptual reflection on ongoing processes; Context, serving
as a background for the formation of a literary text, is reflected on conceptual and
expressive layers of the same text. If we take into consideration intrinsic longing of
literature towards intellectual and representative freedom we can vividly envisage
the obstacle emerging between a literary text and real context under the conditions of
totalitarian regime. The creation of ideological diktat, as a violent governing system, is
the ultimate sign of totalitarianism as well as formation and establishment of clichés,
which limits the boundaries of literary freedom to a great extend. The 1920s can serve as
an illustration, when modernistic tendencies established in Georgian literature became
in conceptual antagonism with the ideological principles of Soviet diktat. The policy
marked by destruction of spiritual values opposed literary process marked by inner,
spiritual quest, which in itself reflected precisely the crisis of the epoch, the general
scepticism and nihilism that reigned in the society oppressed by intellectual terror. The
opposition between totalitarian regime and artistic-literary thinking existed for decades
and formed important stages in the history of Georgian culture.

Under such circumstances, from the standpoint of the analysis of literary studies,
emphasis is made not only on the evaluation of conceptual and motivational models of a
text—but the revealing of literary discourse reaction on intellectual terror, systematization
of those structural models, which are offered by extended literary materials; in addition,
the establishment of the link between conceptual-motivational and structural models of
literary discourse is also important, realizing how tight or loose this link is. The process
is symptomatic and entails a wide cultural area.
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Soviet union represented a symbol of artificial historical and cultural eclecticism,
however incompatibility was successfully masked by the proper functioning of
hyper-tropic state machine and the principle of the centralization of the authorities:
an individual’s need is shared by everyone, what is rule for one, is for everyone, an
individual’s lifestyle should be accepted by every single person — the decision was
made unanimously by the centre; nationality, history, tradition, thinking and longing are
details of marginal value against the background of red Soviet marker.

Is the interior of this artificial system as naive as a facade? Obviously not.

Brave revolutionists had developed as cynics and fanatics, and the concept
of a leader acquired an ambivalent and ambiguous meaning. Leader turned into the
personification of oppression, cruelty, a monster representing artificial-pathetic object
of admiration for the crowd or in other words, subordinate mass.

What kind of impact can such political system have on art, in particular, on
literature?

The paper deals with different aspects of this influence: ideological pressure on
writers and obliging them to be in the service of dictate by means of terror; formation of
Soviet Discourse and creation of its radical model - Proletarian Discourse; establishment
of concepts like — “Soviet Writing”, “Social Realism”, “Soviet School of Criticism”;

The second side of the process is also presented: the struggle of non-conformists
when the writer opposes surface illusion of happiness and chooses an active form of
creative protest, resulting in the formation of Anti-Soviet discourse. A new concept —
“writer — people’s enemy” is being established.

Also, the problem of the relationship of Soviet and Anti-Soviet literary discourses
towards context and its different stages of development and different forms are discussed
in the paper: the Discourse of War; Soviet Publicist: official press, patriotic texts,
epistolary writing; Pro-Western Liberal Discourse; Subjective Discourse; Dissident
Discourse and etc.

The ending of the Soviet period in the history of Georgian literature is also
stated.
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Konstantine Bregadze
Poetics of Grigol Robakidze’s Novels

Summary
Keywords: poetics, ontological novel, tropology, mythos, proto-phenomena.

The poetics of Grigol Robakidze’s (1880-1962) novels is a priori based on the
dialectical relationship between the inner and the outer, which in fact structures Grigol
Robakidze’s literary method: in particular, the historical-empirical reality reflected in
the novel (the outer) implies in itself its metaphysical and mythical roots (the inner) and
vice versa. The narrative aspect of the novel is marked by a permanent interchange of the
empirical and transcendental, physical and metaphysical, historical and mythical; they
develop into each other and are mutually consequential, making up a single dialectical
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whole, which in the texts of Robakidze’s novels are first of all achieved by the poetic
reception of mythical archetypes, i.e. through their own mythical tropology. Hence, the
tropological and compositional basis of Robakidze’s novels is structured by mythical
paradigms.

This correlation of the inner and the outer can be applied to the characters of
the novel as well as to their interrelationships: they are empirical and at the same time
mythical beings, the mythical and metaphysical self underlying their empirical and
physical self. Mythical paradigms can be discerned beyond the empirical and daily
relationships of the characters.

The weltanschauung, philosophy and aesthetics of Robakidze’s novels are based
on J.W. Goethe’s teaching on proto-phenomena (Urphdnomenlehre) on the one hand
and on F. Nietzsche’s concept of eternal return (die ewige Wiederkehr) on the other
(although the Nietzschean concept is fundamentally altered and interpreted anew exactly
in the light of Goethe’s concept of proto-phenomena), as the German philosophers’
concepts implicitly imply mythopoetic interpretation of being.

Hence, inRobakidze’snovelsmythical paradigmsand mythical tropology (mythical
discourse in general) is not a merely tropological-metaphorical embellishment but rather
the inherent ontology of the verbal artistic texts, shaping the essence of Robakidze’s
creative method. Proceeding from this creative methodology and the poetic language
of Robakidze’s novels, the text composition is based on mythical i.e. proto-phenomenal
paradigms, so that these proto-phenomena be profoundly comprehended through the
power of poetic logos. Such a literary text is not a purely aesthetic phenomenon but
a living, magic text, ‘sacral’ in essence, rendering the eternal, endless hermeneutics
of being, its proto-origins. Here, Robakidze’s literary text is established as a certain
ontotext, which is not a text an sich, like, for example, the post-modern fictional ‘pure’
ontotext with no, or almost no reference to being and its proto-origins; on the contrary,
Robakidze’s ontotext refers to being and its proto-origins, becoming its inherent part,
‘set’ in it, integrated in it, and is itself manifested as being, through which the proto-
phenomena of being can be comprehended alive.

Consequently, Robakidze’s artistic objective is to animate metaphysical origins of
being through his poetics and mythical tropolgy, and direct the reader’s consciousness
from the empirical reality to the mythical origins of being, causing permanent empirical
exposure of the reader’s consciousness to actual, live effect of the mythical, the proto-
original. In his novels, Robakidze always attempts to make actual, live rendering of the
material arrangement of being, its metaphysical-mythical fundamentals through his own
tropology; he always tries to write ‘/ive’. Mythical paradigms and mythical archetypes
perceived through Robakidze’s own tropology, i.e. his mythical tropology serves as an
literary method for these creative objectives and goals.

This original sacrality and liveness is characteristic of all Robakidze’s novels,
which determines their reception as of certain ontotexts. In view of their mythical
discourse and mythical-poetic tropology, directed to the perception of ontological proto-
origins of being through the prism of an actual historical-empirical reality, Robakidze’s
novels, I believe, are a different type of modernist novel - an ontological novel. Such
ontological novels are Das Schlangenhemd (The Snake Skin - Geo. 1926, Germ. 1928),
Megi - Ein georgisches Mddchen (Megi — a Georgian Meiden - Germ. 1932), Der Ruf
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der Géttin (The Call of the Goddess - Germ. 1934), Die Hiiter des Grals (The Guard of
the Graal - Germ. 1937) and Die gemordete Seel (The Killed Soul - Germ. 1933, Geo.
1989).

Thus, in view of their mythical and ontological-philosophical discourse,
tropological specificity and the unique creative method that can be called a live
featuring method, the texts of Robakidze’s novels become established as ontotexts
that are not self-referential and hence self-contained facts like texts an sich, but feature
metaphysical proto-origins of being /ive with the help of poetic tropology and poetic
language: i.e. these are the texts that convey the hermeneutics of being. Hence, the
texts of Robakidze’s novels should be treated as a hermeneutic ontotext referring to the
totality of being, simultaneously reflecting the empirical as well as the transcendental,
the historical as well as the mythical, the physical as well as the metaphysical. Through
mythical tropology, this type of texts features empirical reality and at the same time
implies comprehension of its metaphysical roots. Thus, in Robakidze’s novels the
degree of fictionality is reduced to the minimum, the text of the novels goes beyond the
fictionality of verbal artistic texts and is established as a ‘/ive’, ‘sacral’text. Therefore,
owing to this very peculiarity, Robakidze’s novels, and especially Das Schlangenhemd,
have established themselves as a new type of the novelistic genre — as ontological
novels.
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«On ne peut rien dire

Rien de ce qui se passe

Mais on change de Secteur

Ah! voyageur égaré».”
(83memobgéo 2001: 93)

gdb3o 35896 33EMIMdom0’, H0dgema(y ,,gomoa®sdgddo’ dgool, Azgb 3bg-
330 O350 303960 3670LEHMO0s0 3 besdbgne $3mmaby®l (gL 33 sGss b=
6580 3mgBol gbssdbgnemmds). dmdomabsool @y, 0o 33&)30;:)0“315—(4)‘333(4)0)&6**
960 mzomoEst  3s0m0obl dogdybegmgds. ofggds B nGobBgdol dog®  bsffobsl-

%’aﬁﬁg@&ggngo 00 ols(g)mo’oooi

«Le 31 du mois d’ aout 1914

Je partis de Deauville un peu avant minuit

Dans la petite auto de Rouveyre

[...]

Nous dimes adieu a toute une époquey.
(33memobgto 2001: 67)

* 53930 3909590l 396 oBygol / bpbgeo 396 oByz0l Gs brgds / dbmmeo bgdgmeo oigmgds / dmo! dgbsgdim
3bos8bgmemem .

#% 33m0bg@ols Igamdsto, dbsBzsco s 3Fgdsmo bty G390 (1879-1962).
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»1914 Geols 31 sg30LEmb

39601 358968 338™mImdogmom

9y 399m3900 ©EMZ30m0Esb Femsdqdoy

B3g6 doge g3mdels ©3938300mdgm ™.
(33memobgero 1984:176)

XORObgmo [sdmodserms ©s dobds dgbBos@onddsiy msgsbsgom oxggods. O™
s 3s6dogmo s0dsms. mdo Bgemsbmsdmdss:

«Des géants furieux se dressaient sur I’ Europe
Les Aigles quittaient leur aire attendant le soleil
Les poissons voraces montaient des abimes
Les peuples accouraient pour se connaitre a fond
[...]
Je m’ en allais portant en moi toutes ces armées qui
se battaient».
(33memobgo 2001: 67)

»399b9(390 7m0 geramosmgdo g3em3sty [edmodsembgb

s 36039838 dmegqdo dosmzggl dbols ImmmeEab3do
95b3OYmYboEsb sdm@omes 3sdsdmsto mg3bgdols auboo
g4m39m0 gf0 gemdsbgmals Bgls;3mdse gdn@gdmes

97 dogeomeo ©s dodyzgdmes mgzombgdo g®Hmdsbgml Gd

365003530066
(33memobgero 1984:176)

199" @gbBOnJgos ©s boggmomo Lsdgseml bgemmsbsen 8q496s1 6086s3L; .95,
Amdgeog sbagn 3meoxgmbosl 3od@s(3000 3@dbmdL, Ledysemls g gdsb:

«Je sentais en moi des étres neufs pleins de dextérité
Batir et aussi agencer un univers nouveau
(33memobgero 2001: 68)

»09 336dbmdeo Rgddo sLgdsbo sBrsdmdambo

sbsen Lsdgsrmb s398b96 s 3§90z 00696
(33crgabgeo 1984:177)

doo d9Bgl, Om3 33memaby®l 9339 oo bsbos Imdgbews dggmo bsdgs@rm:

«A la fin tu es las de ce monde ancien»
(83mgmobgo 1981: 7)

9390038 3999653 dmasdgbes dmJsb3menls msgo®
(33ergmabgéro 1984: 131)

139806 933mImdoema  BoBebos sbamo  Gslols s gsbmsgolimamgdmmo
1091 dmdsl dmgz00bOH®L:
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«Nous comprimes mon camarade et moi
Que la petite auto nous avait conduits dans une époque
Nouvelle
Et bien qu’ étant déja tous deux des hommes miirs
Nous venions cependant de naitre»

(33crgmobgero 2001: 69)

»B396 39 s Bgdo s3bsbsgo 3s3abgzg dogbzom
™3 03 358068 338™MIndords Rsdmgzoyzsebs
Lb3s 93mgsBo s Laygnby oegs sbsegmo
©s 033 3094300 @sbEMEIgdmmo  dsdsgs3gd0
F3ab baedgm@ge eyl ©s3edsege™

(33crgmabgdo 1984:178)

bogaomols, 6a@gzols s 33megEsedsmgdols asb(3s FbmmmeE  s3mmoby@olio-
30l OmEos Esdsbslosmgdgmo. 33 OOl gbms 3smboo (1885-1972), am@ncor dg60
(1886-1956), ,,0b3cm0 3mgdneo ds@Bg®o3qo0ls 3menmddo™ (dsosgmzgbzo 1988:630) 39-
modoth bemgdbogmgo (1885-1922) org Galigmo gl n®obdol ,,39bsb08bs30 3Grm3s-
3360l (3g¢habzm 1987:5) gemseodod dsosimazlszoi (1893-1930) ogogzqls gcdbe-
396, 09039l 33603086 (bBgdo 2001: 77), Gs dsor gdmddgmgdsBory solsbgds.

M93O9@, 3o 3sd0sbl sbsgm g6 0l 330LM9dL, ol s@sdasbols ,,39%-l sbaemo
b3 Jdgm slidstrgbo brgds. 1914 Fmals 18 03988901 33mmobg®o H@dg® ©s xg0b
I B09g0l LFgoL: 0] [60d80 — o. g.], g3gemsby msbemoasbo (3Bg60m gsligodbagdss,
97930, 3MdmTo gsdmodBggo, binbodsg, aedbmd, HG™MI Gems3sl Foedmseeanb, bwgdo,
6@ ol doems bsd, OMAgelsg megolnnmgds 9i3mdbgds” (mb@ggmo 2001: 78).

380 83mabg@l LyBobmsw  gbsBGgds 93mbols Ladystremr. 3gagemds (1770-
1831) 3qlsb0dbszem 330h396, 07 GeB™d o6 gsdmeagds Rzgbo obonlg®onmo g3mds,
osgobo 35646900 s gsddagnmo Fs@mdmgdomn®, oligzg Gmame babymdfFogm
30 gmdols dmpgmom, 3o®zs6pqgmo 9303000 3mgbool gmbse (3gagemo 1971: 434).
83 3s6Jsbgdoms s Joebbgdoo asfyos ol (3m@bsmo  Kodg0, BmIgmo s@sdosbls
396985L0b 83533069805, Bmam® gl dzgem 930306 LsdgstmBo  ogm. Gmgme(s
39390 s@608bsgl (3gagemo 1971: 434), 03 y3gmexg@ds, G s@sdosbl bFomogds
3509 3bmzgd0lmgzols dzge 303796 Lsdgsemdo, 0dbgds gl Lsbem-3e60, JoGsga, bs-
Fomo, bdsemo ©s Fgdo o bemdsgreo, Gmdmonsi 356 bmggdo mbes gesligHml, 56
bs Es38Mm3ml BubJ0s, 3O Mbes 0digl asdmlsegas® LeBmsmgdse; 3ocodom,
dongmo msgobo aMdbmdoms s sOLgdom, s@sdosbds gl gzgmsggdo Lsggmsto (3b-
036900l bsFomse Mbes smagzsb.

©sbogen  olgg®l  doshbos (bggdo 2001: 80), Hmd  gud Gl gdol  dogH
sbamo  g3mdols s 3364860l gemdg@mgds Fnodmgds  Fedmgzoeagl, Gmam®  g3o-
3960 3s6Bmdomgdol sEagbol Lsbszomm dzgememds. 33303 obelgdonmo g3mds,
O™3geo3 3083056l 0bmems30sdo vg393L, g303me dskBB sl 396 doowgdb.

BB O mo  g3mbol 83 ded3bL  s3memabgdo 3sbnbmdl Lomdsdo g3mbol
dmb396g9800m0 FedsBgdom. 1915 Gemol 7 3360wl 3mgo LFgeOb coal: 0] 383960-
960 3bmgdgdon — gamado bmgOgdon — gbmgOmdm, dmegnmo  sbsgmamals
3038m980300°  (s3memabg@o 2006: 260). Gemameg 3gagemo smbodbsgl, mdols Hels
dogemo g0 offggdl s3mdMsggdsl ©s, magol 833356 Lsg@om dpamdstgmdsdo, sbaw
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3mds3mmdsls gsbozeal; dsb dmJdgegdol LBodgmo gdmggs, Mseash 3 Fgdmbzgyzsdo
LGmege beggmsed 0s3l, bsgmms® domoasbmdsls s bobemmgl oisegl (3gagemo 1971:

440). s0boBbyem  3m689JbE 80, modognmo  obpogowo 3 g3gmsxg®l s 3mosto
390mognmo dpamds®gmdols 30639m Jdboen Lobm®Mbgdo ygmabse smogzed.

g39ema 3560 sbamo gbs — 0gbgds gl s3memabg@ols ,,39m0a6s3580L%  Jotggemo
mqdbgdols s dobo 4. §. ,,.m3dol gdlgdal™ 96s oy xmolol (1882-1941) ,,memoligls®
©s 9B 3ombol 3968 mlms™ gbs — gsdmbsBegl LFmege g3mlol dmbs®gdsl s
Jom3m@g96s, Cmamez dobo  ©sdGMbgdol  Lm@gomols Ggsmobszos 96880, Bmameys
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Bobss s semdso Lfmego 356 7dadas 33memabg®l 0dolizab, Bmd 3ndalid) 3ozsbmlost
9303760 bgmo semdmghabs.

135036133980, ms30b0 943l bsfoemom, gsties 0dols, B3 ol s3eoby@als
3ol Emo®o-smbsmgdss (3gemagmgligo 1985: 23-25), tmege 3 53mbdo dgmfgz0l

330938l Fotrdmsgqbl.
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Ilia Gasviani

Towards the Interrelationship between
Guillaume Apollinaire and Italian Futurism

Summary
Keywords: literary theory, comparative literature, modernist literature.

There is similitude, as well as difference, between Guillaume Apollinaire’s poetic
aesthetics and Italian Futurism. If we consider the Futurism as an indefatigable search
of the novelty, as a moving forward, as the creation of an art that looks for new forms,
for unknown sides of the reality and who corresponds the reality of modern life with
its various forms, Apollinaire is a truly Futurist poet. He adores, as well as Futurists,
the modernity, the machine, the industrial city, but in the same time he does not forget
the old, be it the Bible, the Greek myths or the Middle Ages. If Marinetti preaches
the necessity of radical rupture with the past, the mechanicalization of humanity, the
adaptation of art with the accelerated rhythm of modern life and the total reform of
speech, Apollinaire agrees with these appeals only partially. For him, art is unacceptable
if chaotic, unaesthetic or aggressive; he disagreed with the ideas of the abolition of
traditional literature, of art as an individual product, as well as the glorifying of war
and the contempt of the woman. It must be noticed that the most decisive influences
on Apollinaire’s poetic aesthetics came from his own observations of cubism and the
paintings of Robert Delaunay.

The semantic field of Futurism is the field of battle: destruction, sacrifice, killing,
annihilation. The Futurists’ war changed from metaphor to a real war in 1914. In the
poem ‘The Little Car’, which is one of the poems of ‘Calligrammes’, we see Apollinaire
lost in a sort of epic prehistory. In a manner, ‘The Little Car’ tells us about the birth of a
new race of Titans and man’s freedom. The war assumes a new function to the man and
becomes a new area of activity for him.

The sentiment of death, of destruction and rebirth does not only characterise
Apollinaire. At the same time, Ezra Pound, Gottfried Benn, Vladimir Mayakovsky or
Velimir Khlebnikov felt the same things, and reflected it in their works.

During the war, Apollinaire missed terribly the world of the epics, because the
industrial epoch, with its model of state organization, could not serve as the background
for epic poetry, since the living chain which linked man to nature had been broken.

Every invention of new poetic or literary language, be it Apollinaire’s
‘Calligrammes’, Joyce’s ‘Ulysses’ or Ezra Pound’s ‘Cantos’, shares this same desire to
return, within language, to the epics, transforming the language into a sort of epopee.

The six sections of ‘Calligrammes’, which is a sort of diary of Apollinaire’s life
from that period, represent a tentative of introduction into this world of the epics.
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Anna Balakian - Literary Theory and Comparative Literature.
in: Toward a Theory of Comparative Literature.

Ed. Mario J. Valdes. New-York: Peter Lang, 1990. pp. 17-24.
Translated from English and commented by Irakli Kenchoshvili.
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Tamar Barbakadze

The Echo of Giorgi Leonidze’s Verse
(“I train for him the Falcon of the Verse...”)

Summary
Keywords: interpretation, metaphor, hermeneutics, the verse — Falcon;

This paper deals with the issues of the interpretation of Giorgi Leonidze’s verse
and the explanation of one concrete metaphor “falcon of the verse”. Giorgi Leonidze as
apoet and Giorgi Leonidze as a researcher of the Georgian verse so naturally blend with
each other that during the interpretation of his poetry, a verse and concrete metaphor
often appear as explaining and clarifying each other.

A study of Leonidze’s verse from the viewpoint of hermeneutics and reception
aesthetics puts a new slant on poet’s recipient — a reader or an observer. Moreover,
if this reader or observer is a poet, on the one hand and on the other hand, is a poet
and researcher of the verse and the third — professional versifier. Here we mean Archil
Sulakauri, Emzar Kvitaishvili and Akaki Khintibidze, and for the analysis we regard a
concrete artistic image, the metaphor “falcon”.

Artistic image of a “falcon” interpreted by the poet, poet-researcher and versifier
on the basis of our “perception” and “observation” has become the pretext of a new
interpretation and observation.

Archil Sulakauri’s verse-interpretation “Just Once” is dedicated to the memory of
Giorgi Leonidze. It is written in heterosyllabic thyme and attracts attention by the thyme
of folk poetry: “high shairi” (4/4) at seven syllables (4/3; 2/5) is included in each stanza;
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it is written with interval rhythm (xaxa).

By this verse Archil Sulakauri presents the talk between Giorgi Leonidze and
the transient world the central image of which is the flown falcon. In the verse “Just
Once...”, Archil Sulakauri captivates the reader with Giorgi Leonidze’s poetic image,
reminiscences and allusions.

Archil Sulakauri’s verse “Just Once..” resonates with Giorgi Leonidze’s verse.
The title “Just Once...” means the time of the verse creation occurs only once, only
once the poet beholds unique, beautiful moment the creator is waiting for like a falcon
in ambush and tries to put it in his verse.

Archil Sulakauri keeps the echo of Leonidze’s poetry in his verse and tries to
preserve the poet’s intonation and even timbre along with the metre (5/; 4/4; 2/5; 4/3)
for the reader.

The interpreter of Leonidze’s verse is not remained unnoticed neither by the
researchers nor by the poets in the poet’s not as much known verse “In the Mountains
of Mtskheta” (1935). It is unrhymed, blank verse, the absence of rhythm is not typical
for Giorgi Leonidze’s poetry and with this verse the poet intends to bring his thinking
to the reader. Akaki Khintibidze with reference to Illia Chavchavadze’s view that “the
raise of the voice” in Georgian verse is the compensation for the lack of rhythm and
in connection with this Giorgi Leonidze says: “now I will raise my voice, with the cry
of a falcon”. This “cry of a falcon” in Archil Sulakauri’s verse is raised to seven steps:
1) clouds — 2) dome — 3) Darubandi — 4) Svetitskshoveli cathedral, - 5) Didgori — 6)
Love dream — 7) Paradise — such is “the seventh heaven” which according to Archil
Sulakauri’s verse has been traversed from the earth to the paradise on elevated road by
Giorgi Leonidze’s poetic soul.

In our view, Leonidze’s verse “Tushi Woman in Alaverdoba” (1934) had a
particular influence on the studied Archil Sulakauri’s verse with alliteration of well-
pronounced consonants (g, 3, @, & 6) [j, zh, gh, ch, n]. Leonidze’s word “zhgheroba”
(resonance) must be resonated with Archil Sulakauri’s word “zhghali” (color).

The connection of a color (“zhghali”) and resonance (“zhgheroba™) in poet’s
perception gives the idea about euphonic-rhythmic relationship between these two
verses (Archil Sulakauri’s verse “Just Once...” and Giorgi Leonidze’s verse “Tushi
Woman in Alaverdoba”).

For Giorgi Leonidze, a verse is a “sounded” word and that is why the word
“zhghera” is most frequently found in those verses which are devoted to the essence of
poetry, verse, and its destination.

Along with the “raising one’s voice”, “resonance”, “falcon” in Giorgi Leonidze’s
poetry the cases of association of verses with the “flight” are frequently found. The fate
of Giorgi Leonidze’s book and his future are connected with the flight. The echo of a
word flying up and a verse was to be listened to by the succeeding generations.

In Leonidze’s poetry the same status is given to: the warrior, knight, hunter and
poet, versifier, the catcher of a beautiful moment with a word. Leonidze’s phrase: “I am
training for him the falcon of the verse” means the immortality of the caught moment
preyed in the transient world by poet, by means of a verse. The “falcon of the verse”
is a metaphor for the notion of a “verse” which links a quest, obtaining, imprint of
extraordinary with the process of composing a verse.
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Lela Khachidze
One of the Personages of “Tornike Eristavi” and the Athonite Tradition
Summary

Keywords: The mount Athos, hymnographical collections, Akaki Tsereteli, Tornike
Eristavi, Jojik Eristavi.

On the Mount Athos 86 Georgian manuscripts are preserved. They are dated
by X-XV centuries and are not fully investigated. Among them — hymnographical —
liturgical collections — Tropologions, Menaia, Triodions, Parakletikes, Heirmologia are
represented.

In these collections the vast repertoire of Byzantine hymnography is preserved
with the Georgian hymns.

Georgian manuscript — Ath. 85 is discussed in the article. The manuscript
represents Hirmologion — collection of the Hirmoi.

According to the colophons the manuscript was created at the end of the X
or in the beginning of the XI century by the persons who were in touch with Tornike
Eristavi - the famous Georgian Commander-in-Chief, who has successfully fought for
defence of Byzantine Royal Court and gained the Victory.

In these colophons Jojik Eristavta Eristavi is mentioned with honour. This person
is almost unfamiliar to Georgian History.

According to these colophons Jojik Eristavi was one of the authorities at the
same age.

It is remarkable that Jojik Eristavi represents one of the personages of the poem
“Tornike Eristavi” created by Akaki Tsereteli in the XIX century.

According to the poem he has actively fought in the war against Barda Scliaros —
against Byzantine Royal Court. Georgian Army had a great expectations about him.

He was the one who solved the war Faith.

The precise discription of historical reality is given in the Akaki Tsereteli’s
poem.
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Subverting Darwin: Female Historicity in
David Greig’s Outlying Islands (2002)

Key words: David Greig, Irish theatre, Charles Darwin, evolutionary theory, women.

Historicity as a totalizing truth to understand the past has been removed by the
diverse approaches and perspectives that postmodernism inscribes in our present real-
ity. Memory as well as interpretations of history is accepted today as something very
different from the closed and elitist narratives of historiography as we have traditionally
acknowledged it. The relativism of past events is shown as an open controversy that
obviously depends on the speaker and the context in which it is developed. As Linda
Hutcheon accurately specifies: “we now get the histories (in the plural) of the losers as
well as the winners, of the regional (and colonial) as well as the centrist, of the unsung
many as well as the much sung few, and [ might add, of women as well as men” (qtd
in Brooker & Widdowson, 1996: 461). According to Foucault’s interpretation, histori-
cal analysis has been released from a homogeneous and common source to become the
interrelationship between different and heterogeneous discourses that exist in both the
past and our knowledge of the past.

In the line of the traditional concepts of historicity, Darwin and his theory of the
survival of the fittest has implicitly placed women at the end of the evolution encourag-
ing, thus, the image of the weak sex as inevitable part of the natural process. Although his
main conclusions discussed the evolutionary origins of varieties of species of birds, his
distinction between strong and weak elements have been extended to human race since
The Origin of Species was published in 1859. The intersection of evolutionary theory
and social, psychological and sexual concepts became newly important, for it began to
be asked what emotions, values or principles were necessary for the species to survive.
Darwin seemed very clear to this respect: “Man is more powerful in body and mind
than woman, and in the savage state he keeps her in a far more abject state of bondage
than does the male of any other animal: therefore it is not surprising that he should have
gained the power of selection” (qtd. in Beer, 2000: 197). From this quotation, we can
conclude that male dominates choice as the natural form of selection and many exam-
ples in literature from nineteenth and twentieth century portrayed clearly these theses.
Another aspect that Darwin emphasized draws attention to beauty as a central element
in sexual selection. His homage to female attractiveness was a condition sine qua non
to guarantee the perfect descendants in future generations excluding ugliness from the
normal human type. In this sense, the Darwinian theory of sexual selection suggests that
only the perfect women are fit for their environment and can survive.

In Outlying Islands, David Greig makes use of this theory by subverting the im-
age of female weakness in a natural environment close to the Darwinian project. In
1939, on the eve of the Second World War, Robert and John, two young Cambridge

100



Subverting Darwin: Female Historicity in David Greig’s Outlying Islands (2002)

ornithologists, arrive on a remote Scottish island to survey the birds in a governmental
research. They find Kirk, an authoritarian leaseholder and his niece, Ellen, absolutely
absorbed in a patriarchal system and repressed by domestic housework. However, she
refuges herself in a distorted perception of the world of Hollywood stars as her evasion
to an imagined reality. In these special conditions of isolation, a scientific experiment
beyond the birds is developed in which Robert and John in their relation with Ellen
become the objects of study. The author’s deconstruction is mainly based in the false
expectations he creates around Ellen’s innocence and male dominance while the truth
discovered at the end shows a radical difference.

From the very beginning, Greig develops a natural atmosphere, treated as a micro-
cosm, in which the most basic needs will reveal the lack of affection among the charac-
ters. The claustrophobic environment does not offer the possibility of close communica-
tion but a deep division of personal lives without conciliation. Even the two friends who
will eventually fight for the ‘female prey’ are described as opposites, Robert’s impulsive
and instinctive spirit versus John’s rationality and sensitiveness. The first deconstruction
of Darwinian theories can be clearly perceived in Ellen’s physical aspect:

Robert. Your hands.

They’re...

Ellen. Sorry, sir.

Robert. What’s wrong with them?

Ellen. Eczema, sir.

[...]

It’s nothing.

Makes my hands look like claws.

Put them in my pockets most of the time.
(Greig, 2002: 20)

As we mentioned before, the theories of natural selection supported the existence
of a perfect ideal of beauty for a ‘healthy’ continuation of the species. Aware of that,
Greig chooses to present his female protagonist as a kind of Eve in the Garden of Eden,
the last woman on earth but with physical stigmas. This detail does not seem to vary
Robert’s intentions and he openly proposes John a parallel experiment to seduce Ellen.
The crux of the matter, however, is the characterization of a girl who might be seen as
an appropriate metaphor for the sense of fundamental female inadequacy. The presup-
posed innocent woman, ignorant of the male fight for her, is finally depicted as an active
sexual figure with the intentions of having two lovers. Open to resistance and reversal
after her uncle’s death, Ellen sexually awakens and subverts the image of natural male
selection by feminine power. Initially, John was appointed as the protector of Ellen’s
innocence and virginity from Robert’s lust but now, he becomes trapped in the spiral of
her uninhibited passions:

John. It’s- I’'m warning you- it’s instinct. Instinct. Lust. Animal-
Ellen. Natural.
John. You can’t.
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Ellen. This is my island.
Nobody here, except Robert, and me and you.
John. There are certain limits which we must observe.
(Greig, 2002: 100).

Female behaviour now resembles Robert’s natural temper looking for experi-
ments beyond social limits and love constraints. Ellen’s obsession with the movies has
developed her own need of radical experiences and impulses her to emulate her cinema
icons with a double relationship. In the climax of the play, John is attracted to maintain
a sexual encounter with Ellen in front of Robert, thereby, illustrating the new power that
the persuasive woman has recently acquired. The male game proposed from the begin-
ning has been completely deconstructed now by the female natural force.

Love and romantic connotations are obviously excluded from these relations
while sensuality and biological needs are imposed as the most important elements in
a remote island far from society constraints. Human beings appear as flesh but in an
updated reversal of Darwinian theories, sexual selection is deconstructed since women
reject the possibility to choose. In the end, Robert, the representative of ultra-conserva-
tive social Darwinism, commits suicide and leaves his place to his friend John, the new
exponent of the passions of wildlife:

Robert. Notice it, Johnny. Remember.
Remember the surprise of her body.
Remember very precisely the heat of her breath.
The heat of her.
Which is life, remember, Johnny.
Life.
Life contains heat which you only notice when you touch.
When you stop hovering.
When you fall. (Greig, 2002: 108).

The innocent and sexually inexpert John is powerfully driven to Ellen’s hunger
for real life. Despite his true friendship, John abandons Robert and begins a new way
of living without his previous naivety with Ellen’s company. The playwright’s inten-
tion draws attention to the breakdown of innocence in young relationships as well as
a poetic reflection on the previous state to the Second World War. As regards female
evolution, Outlying Islands proposes interesting questions about women’s new position
in the sexual selection. Can fiction restore to the female the power of selection which,
Darwin held, men had taken over? What seems evident is that both the individual will
and the internalized values of a community play their part in the processes of sexual
selection and the nature of humankind can continuously change the immutable rules of
human evolution. Women in fiction constantly reveal the possibilities of this reversal
and Darwininan restrictive theories appear more obsolete than ever thanks to creative
works like Outlying Islands.
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Maya Jaliashvili

Toys of Fate
(according to the fiction of Javakhishvili and Camus)

Summary
Keywords: fate, Javakhishvili, Camus, interpretation.

Fate represents one of the most ancient themes of world literature. Since ancient
times, writers have been seeking the essence of this phenomenon. Mikheil Javakhish-
vili depicted complex interdependence of fate and a man in his novels. In the special
letter dedicated to Henrik Ibsen, Javakhishvili discusses this issue.

He recalled the classic age of Greek literature, when man considered that every
phenomenon of nature was determined by destiny, which was unknown, unseen and
they were convinced that fate gives people destiny or glory, wealth or poverty, happi-
ness or death. In Javakhishvili’s opinion, the content of Greek tragedy was based on
total human struggle with destiny. The writer thinks that the theme of fate has gradually
changed in literature. The real ground of Shakespeare’s destiny is the human desire and
aspiration, that is like Christian conscience. Shakespeare’s heroes are fighting against
their desires but their struggle is predestined to utter defeat, because fate is determined
beforehand.

At present we represent the theme of destiny according to the two stories of
Mikheil Javakhishvili “Two Sons” and Camus “A Misunderstanding”. Camus wrote
this work, as he said, “Gloomy Play*, in 1943 in occupied France. The writer was
trying to show the oldest topic of destiny within modern framework. “Two Sons* by
Mikheil Javakhishvili was written in 1928 in Georgia, as well as the occupied country.
The certain similarities made us compare these two texts with each other.

Main similarity with the works of Javakhishvili and Camus is the development
of the same theme and the following issues: 1. People could not escape Fate 2. Fate
plays with people as toys. 3. Sin did not disappear without leaving a trace. 4. The man
commits a sin and at the same time asks forgiveness of God, crosses himself and at the
same time kills people.

Parents kill their son in both works. It is noteworthy that neither Zakro (“Two
Sons®) nor mother (“A Misunderstanding®) know that they have kill their children.
They are sure that strangers are killed and they did not worry about committed murder
and did not feel the burden of a horrible sin. They are not tormented by the lack of
conscience or pain, but as soon as they realize that they have killed their own sons,
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they are horrified. Zakro (“Two Sons®) turns mad and mother (“A Misunderstanding*)
commits a suicide.

In both works the killers have accomplices. Zakro’s wife Nato supports him, and
the daughter _ her mother. The personages in both works are trying to gain their hap-
piness at the expense of others’ misfortunes. Zakro is worried about the future of his
little boy. That‘s why people are killing and looting. In addition, mother and daughter
Martha dream of other life.

In both texts children had disappeared for a long time and later have returned.
They did not immediately manifest themselves. They wish to make unexpected glad to
their parents, but merciless destiny laughs on them and they are killed by the hands of
their parents.

Misunderstanding or an accident for Camus is an expression of the absurdity of
life and man is captured by the circumstances. “Disaster was more powerful than 1%,
says the hero in the play and by this way represents that people are toys of fate.

Mikheil Javakhishvili considers fate as resonance of human life, thinking, wishes.
Sin will be providing people. Sin becomes fate, consequently destiny acts by the hand
of man.

Mikheil Javakhishvili and Albert Camus read life as a text and offered their own
interesting artistic interpretations of the mistery of fate.
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The Artist‘s Prerogative to Differ: Hawthorne‘s
The Artist of the Beautiful

Keywords: art, beauty, butterfly, alien.

Many are those dramatic and novelistic texts that choose as their main topic the
artist’s predicament, idiosyncrasy, and his /her dealings with the outside world and
creaseless psychic conflicts. Such texts are often the products of minds that have a first-
hand experience of the mechanism of the creative process, its concomitsant reactions
both on the practitioner’s side and the community’s, its ins and outs and above all its
costs and sacrifices. Such writings with their theoretical probing of one’s own work
usually haunt the artist’s imagination at a very late stage in one’s life after having been
involved in the intricacies and problematics of art and its precarious terrain. It is in ac-
cordance with these terms that one finds such writings are often tinged with a subjective
and speculative touch. Even among those writers who raise the banner of modernism or
objectivity, it is not hard to identify an invariable subjective tone. This holds true to the
texts of Henry James, Oscar Wilde, James Joyce, Ernest Hemingway, Virginia Woolf,
Franz Kafka, Thomas Mann, John Fowles...etc. To choose an artist as the protagonist
provides the author with a vantage point for perceiving, appraising and dissecting his
artistic interests, conflicts, misgivings as well as those baffling circumstances surround-
ing him. A text of this sort provides the author with an opportunity for fusing the objec-
tive and subjective elements so that at the end the story talks about the predicament of
the artist and the community stunned or shocked by such artistic ingenuities. However,
before dealing with Nathaniel Hawthorne’s treatment of this thorny topic in his short
story and how it runs in the mainstream of writings channeling in this direction, it is apt
to raise the urgent question pertaining to the nature of art, and what sort of person the
artist is. No doubt these questions represent the crux of the matter in ‘The Artist of the
Beautiful’ (1844), even though the arguments remain inconclusive and tentative. Haw-
thorne’s predecessors, both ancient and modern, such as philosophers, aestheticians,
and creative writers have sought to figure out the slippery or mystifying side of the ar-
tistic process. In general the merits and demerits of art as perceived by its practitioners
and recipients in society are summed up in the reference to “the classical myth of The
Wound and the Bow” (Wison 1961:1) which gives in a nutshell the social need for the
artist and at the same time apprehensions about his imaginative flights breaching of the
normal and conventional. From a psychological viewpoint, the Swiss psychiatrist Carl
G. Jung problematizes the matter in such a way as to strip the artist of any individual
aspect. His argument centres on the impersonal quality of the artist’s effort, or to quote
his phrase, it is simply “an impersonal creative process”(Jung 1933:176) in that the
artist is the willless means of reflecting the collective unconscious of the race. Indeed
the testimonies of many creative writers, Hawthorne’s included, enhance this weighty
Jungian rationalization of the artistic drive and its terrible grip on so many people. The
contemporary Columbian novelist Gabriel Garcia Marquez argues to this affecting in
his testimony about how he has been implicated in the intricacies of art, I began writing
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by chance, perhaps only to prove to a friend that my generation was capable of produc-
ing writers. After that I fell into the trap of writing for pleasure and then into the trap of
discovering that there was no nothing in the world I love more han writing (Mendoza
1982:25).

The art/life duality expounded by Marquez here has already been summed up in
Yeats’s dictum that “The intellect of man is forced to choose /Perfection of the life or
of the work”(Auden 1948:19). Nearly all writers opt for the second alternative for all
its painstaking costs and frustrations, for both conscious and unconscious reasons. The
repercussions of this process have been utilized by artists to explore a further much
intimate topic: their own suffering and grappling with the written word or other artistic
means of expression. Examples abound here. In his short poem, ‘The Rest’, Ezra Pound
expounds the great amount of misconception and depreciation artists often smart under,
“Artists broken against her,/A-stray, lost in the villages/Mistrusted, spoken-against,/
Lovers of beauty, starved,/Thwarted with systems/Helpless against the control.../Hated,
shut in, mistrusted”(Pound 1952:92-3). The series of sufferings and frustrations Pound
elaborates in his poem are true, but it one has to add that there is a special type of
pleasure and self-satisfaction that only art can provide its practitioner with. So this am-
bivalent attitude towards art and its bitter-sweet situation is the only rationale behind
pursuing its endless adventures and thorny routes.

If Freud has referred to the ‘neurotic’ side behind the artistic drive, he does not
veer very much from the painful fact that what the artist wants or practices does not of-
ten run in parallel lines to the dictates of society. Hence ostracism or virtual exile is often
his lot as an inevitable price to be paid for the authentic and genuine art. This is because
the artist’s mood and concept of life usually differ from the common and acceptable. It
is left for the critic Upward to epitomize the artist’s disposition and romanticize it when
he says that he(the artist) is “the last delicate bud that sprouts from the tree of man...
the slender wire that rises from the receiving station to catch the unseen image com-
ing across the sea from an unseen continent”(Upward 1981:240). The outcome of this
incompatible or unequal confrontation between the artist and his insensible milieu is in-
evitably a unique psychological state whose main matrix is ‘unhappy’ and ‘compulsive’
(Doyle 1976:112).

The striking thing about the artist’s position in such creative texts is his sturdy
faith in his choice and adamant sense of challenge as will be shown in the follow-
ing pages about Hawthorne’s protagonist and his endless pursuit of the perfect and the
beautiful as things inimitable and invaluable. All other concerns and temptations seem
marginal and tiny in comparison with the overriding image of aesthetic beauty. If Keats
tells us in his ‘Endymion’, Book 1, that ““A thing of beauty is a joy forever:/Its loveliness
increases; it will never/Pass into nothingness”(Keats 1999: 61), he does not exaggerate
the real ecstasy the artist entertains and remains exclusively his own. It is this sort of
ethereal pleasure that James Joyce meditates and is ready to sacrifice his family’s peace,
his own eyesight and health for the sake of following its allurements and uncanny re-
wards as felt in his A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916) and Ulysses (1922).
His fellow Irish writer, Oscar Wilde verbalizes this Joycean endeavor in his statement
“To become a work of art is the object of living” (Ellman 1994:292). Needless to add,
this too much engrossment in the world of art and its aesthetic beauty is not a common
phenomenon if we recall that there are many artists who are socially and morally com-
mitted in addition to their search for pleasure and beauty. Nathaniel Hawthorne, though
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fully steeped in the art-society dialectics, brings home the irresistible temptation of art
and writing. As he puts it,” By some witchcraft or other...I have been carried apart from
the main currents of life and find it impossible to get back...I have secluded myself from
society...I have not lived, but only dreamed about living”(Early 1968:235). The tone
of regret here at such a misfortune is self-evident.  This testimony is indicative of the
extent that art can take its disciples and strip them of the daily interests and joys.

“The Artist of the Beautiful” traces the precarious position of the artist in a
community (New England’s Puritan society) and its preconceived views about any-
thing transcending the common and traditional. By implication the individual freedom
is seen to be fearful and suspect. Art as we know hinges and thrives on the notion of
boundless freedom and divergence from the common. Hence the tacit and disquieting
tension between the artist (the young watchmaker, Owen Warland ) and his lethargic and
insensible group surrounding him. All the details of the story typify what has already
been stated about the failure of the community to respond positively or at least sympa-
thetically to the artist’s initiative and grasp what he/she is after. This inescapably inflicts
much harm on the artist’s morale and social sense as the polarization between the two
often becomes too sharp and unbridgeable. As it turns out, the main trait of the artist of
this short story or parable is his sensitive mood and highly perceptive understanding of
life ad its glamour. The community in which the watchmaker (the artist of the title), or
at least many slices of it, do respond favorably to his ingenuity and sense of innovation.
But those who are close to him and whose judgment he takes into consideration are
lukewarm or even indifferent to his uncommon visions. This predicament has been di-
agnosed by George Santoyana elsewhere in his laconic comment that it is “the alienation
of the intellect from the milieu”(Manning 1988:103). This alienation is inescapable as
there is no single denominator between the artist and his insensible surroundings.

The fact of the matter is that although the story deals with a very traditional topic
(artist-community and its twists and turns), its literary discourse has the potentiality to
encourage the reader to elicit more than one level of meaning: professional rivalry, the
physical-intellectual, the common-exceptional, innovative-traditional. This multiplic-
ity of topics and meanings emanating from Hawthorne’s short story with its few pages
drives the reader to have some reservations about J. Hillis Miller’s sweeping judgment
that all Hawthorne’s stories are simply” idle weeds and withering blossoms...old faded
things, reminding me of flowers pressed between leaves of a book” (Miller 1991:59).

Accordingly, one of the basic constituents of ‘The Artist of the Beautiful’ is that
it is a story invested with a personal or biographical touch (or may be it is the most
personal of all his works in its stark comment on the problematic situation of the artist
in an indifferent and utilitarian world). Hawthorne’s lashing of a ‘materialistic’ society
(Meserole 1969: 336) has become a catchword for critics and researches investigating
his artistic and intellectual world. By means of his persona, the young watchmaker and
the nameless narrator siding with and defending him, Hawthorne does express his intel-
lectual stand regarding the disputable position of the artist. This is a last-ditch defence
against all the allegations and attempts to underrate the artist’s efforts and feats. As one
of Hawthorne’s critics aptly puts it, in this parable or sketch Hawthorne speaks directly
and in his own person (Matthiessen 1962:224) as regards this very touchy side in the
American writer’s career. Choosing a craftsman crystallizing the most outstanding traits
of a full-fledged artist necessitates a reference to Hawthorne’s reasons or justifications
behind dealing with a topic whose social dimensions are not that prominent. Indeed the
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subjective aspect is all that counts albeit its social context is not ruled out altogether.
Here he records one of his most intimate affairs as a man. He is quoted to be saying
about his early experiences and dreams,” I do not want to be a doctor living by men’s
diseases, nor a minister living by men’s sins, nor a lawyer living by their quarrels. So |
don’t see anything left out but be an author”’(Bolton 1954:541).Indeed ‘The Artist of the
Beautiful’ celebrates and registers minutely those moments and sensations accompany-
ing this rare experience of perceiving what happens in the mind of the artist under all
types of intellectual and social pressures and misconception. The few events and situa-
tions in Hawthorne’s short story are simple but adequate for shedding ample light on the
artist’s ordeal. There are a few characters that are deftly manipulated to reveal the art-
ist’s setbacks and frustrations in addition to his mounting sense of isolation. However,
his alienation is not willful, planned or meant by the character in question as a result of
“the tendency to reject the human bonds of love and respectability” (Inge 1987: 129).
Rather it is the other way around. The protagonist, Owen, does his utmost best to get
integrated in society and be loved and appreciated by the only woman in the story, the
daughter of his former master in watch making, Annie. All these efforts prove to be of
no avail. The story ends not only in losing his sweet heart for the ruthless blacksmith,
but also he finds the product of his ingenious thoughts and meditation completely and
hopelessly demolished.

The story revolves around the young watchmaker and his unprecedented attempts
of innovation in the fabric and design of clocks and watches. In his early days Owen
Warland has worked as an apprentice for the now retired watchmaker, Peter Hovenden.
Through retrospect and a series of shots and recollections, it transpires that the two
watchmakers have totally different concepts of watch making and its layout. Hovenden
is a typical New Englander who is content with the practical and utilitarian. In his mind
there is no room for creative imagination and ingenious devices. All this seems to the
conformist mere faddish nonsense. He is in short living in full harmony with all the
dictates and rules of his limited environment. He knows nothing of the psychological
turmoils accompanying real artistry and innovation. His chances for joy and inner peace
are secure.

In total contrast to this, Owen entertains certain ambitious dreams and thoughts
that are too half-perceived and nebulous to be set in advance before embarking on his
meticulous task of updating the formal and aesthetic qualities of clocks and watches.
Such a mentality is expected to arouse the jealousy of his master, Hovenden, and the
curiosity of the whole community in which he lives. The extent of misunderstanding
besetting the young artist is due to the fact that there is a growing rift between tradition
represented by Hovenden and innovation represented by the latter, between the static
and kinetic. What the old watchmaker as a representative of a conservative society fails
to perceive is the role of the intuitive and visionary in the artist’s profession and life.
This quality at last attracted the attention of the establishments and the highbrows of his
community and drove them to appreciate and evaluate highly its unique essence. His
work which is superbly imaginative can not be fully subjected to common sense and
rationalization. This is so because we recall the position of the real artist as a “ mediator
between the world of experience and the world of dreams and his task is to re-embody
in one image elements from these two worlds” (Baker 1962:81). The old master is very
surprised to find his own apprentice, despite his short experience, is actually matching
if not surpassing his own work of which he is very proud. His surprise springs from the
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fact that Owen takes his work too seriously and is intent upon it day and night with an
inexhaustible industry,” these six months past I have never come by his shop without
seeing him just as steadily at work as now” (Hawthorne 1994:640).Dimly perceiving
Owen’s dream, Hovenden’s daughter, Annie, tries to put herself in his position and rec-
ognize his plans and ambitions, ‘Perhaps, father,” said Annie, without showing much
interest in the question,” Owen is inventing a new kind of time-keeper. I am sure he
has ingenuity enough (p.640).

An appraisal of this sort can only arouse the jealousy of the watchmaker. Hence
his outrageous reaction and pejorative comment,” his ingenuity could not grasp any-
thing bigger than a child’s toy”(640).In contrast to these, the narrator’s sober and sym-
pathetic judgment settles the matter in bringing home Owen’s ingenuity and puts an
end to all other adverse reactions and detractions, From the time his little fingers could
grasp a penknife, Owen had been remarkable for a delicate ingenuity which sometimes
produced retty shapes in wood, principally figures of flowers and birds and sometimes
seemed to aim at the hidden mysteries of mechanism (641).

To support the story’s point of view, the author devotes much space to the narra-
tor’s intrusions and speculations which only succeed in highlighting the artist’s position
and the great extent of misunderstanding surrounding his enterprise. A further quotation
is helpful in seeing the narrative aspect of the story and how the author manipulates all
the facilities at his disposal for showing the virtual alienation of such individuals im-
mersed in uncommon idea or project, intellectual or artistic, the character of
Owen’s mind was microscopic, and tended naturally to the minute, in accordance with
his diminutive frame and the marvelous smallness and delicate power of his fingers...
the beautiful idea has no relation to size and may be so as perfectly developed in a space
too minute for any but microscopic investigation (641).

This device of pairing or doubling in showing the vast differences between Owen
and those surrounding him (Hovenden, and to a less extent, Annie) is once again felt
through the remarkable differences in mood, understanding and interests between the
artist and the blacksmith, Robert Danforth. Indeed the danger of this man is greater as he
represents a typical foil for the artist and his interests. Worse still, he proves to a success-
ful rival in Owen’s love to Annie, whom he succeeds in marrying at last. Robert is very
proud of his physical power that has nothing to do with the abstract and intellectual.
Owen’s own self-explorations and interior monologues show that Robert does pose a
serious threat to Owen'’s interests and aspirations and dreams. Seen from another angle,
such an intimidating and brute force can only arouse Owen’s great faith in himself and
his enterprise “ I, too, will be strong in my own way. I will not yield to him”(642).
Such harm inflicted by the blacksmith and what it represents reaches the deep psycho-
logical and spiritual levels so that sometimes he can not prevent himself from raising
doubts about the validity of his choice and its legitimacy, Heaven! What have I done?
Exclaimed he, the vapour, the influence of this brute force...it has bedeviled and ob-
scured my perception ...l have made the fatal stroke (642).

In this oscillation between pursuing the plans and visions swarming in the artist’s
mind and succumbing to the brute force of the physical and materialistic, the narrator’s
view once again comes to the rescue of the artist’s attitude, which is the author’s own,
(he) must keep his faith in himself which his incredulous world astonishes him with
its utter disbelief; he must stand up against mankind and be his own disciple, but as
respects his genius and the objects to which it is directed (642).
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This psychological conflict due to the depreciative acts of his former master and
his intimidating rival reaches its zenith when Owen finds that his sweetheart has actually
opted for the brute and materialistic. Indeed it is in the reference to the relation between
the artist of the beautiful and Annie that the extent of the artist’s sacrifices is unraveled
and stressed. Annie is the real stimulus and drive behind his ingenious inventions and it
is her reactions and responses that count for the baffled artist. He has been entertaining
the hope that she will recognize and appreciate his life-time project: the butterfly which
has “spiritual essences—call it magnetism or what you will” (651). Thus his shock will
be the more devastating to realize that she is not different from the rest in her indif-
ference and contempt of his achievement he cherishes most, the object that “he has
instilled all his life into it”(651).The statement describing his situation and reactions is
worth-quoting at length as it epitomizes the artist’s sense of sheer isolation and his be-
ing out of place, amid all the wonder and admiration with which she contemplated the
marvelous work of his hands and incarnation of his ideas, a secret scorn — too secret
perhaps, for her own consciousness, and perceptible only to such intrusive discernment
as that of the artist (650).

To crown his cup of misery, her infant puts an end to the toil and insomnia of
many years. The spiritualized and animated butterfly, the emblem of creativity and me-
ticulous industry, is finally and irreparably destroyed by an unfeeling baby, whose father
is Owen’s worst foe and rival.

This is in short the main issue of the story which, as we have seen, is unfurled
through the actions and reactions of a limited number of characters. Hawthorne care-
fully chooses his characters and assigns to each the role of clarifying and manifesting
the different layers of the artist’s causes of struggle and unease. Underlying this simple
structure of the story there lies a good web of nuances and subtleties that bring the
reader to the real essence of the artist’s ordeal. The outstanding aspect of Hawthorne’s
story is its potentiality to combine the factual and metaphoric, local and universal. This
multiplicity of the story is partly attributed to its allegorical side and the ability to pro-
vide ‘enigmas which each reader solves in his own terms”(Bradley 1956:440). Owen’s
predicament is not merely a New England situation: rather it is typical and universal in
that there are so many artists in this world whose lot is that of lovelessness, isolation,
scorn, abject poverty, and deprivation. As such, it is not surprising to find that this short
story has been aptly described as “an allegory of our time”(Carlson 1979:22) in its ex-
pressive comments on the endless series of bafflements and embitterments the artist has
to cope with and acclimatize to. However, unlike many artists who can not put up with
their fiascos and finally think of “committing self-destruction” (639),0wen’s faith in his
art and ingenuity remains powerful enough to create the impression that he will soon
embark on another equally ambitious project amidst the debris of the present. In other
words, the story is not completely pessimistic for all the atmosphere of gloom and pain
prevailing in the whole situation.

The present reading of ‘The Artist of the Beautiful® has accentuated the universal
and timeless aspects of Owen’s ordeal as a typical dedicated artist. As already indicated,
the story has a further biographical, or if you will, confessional level on the part of the
author himself. Hawthorne gives us his testimony as a witness of an age that glorifies
and ennobles the practical and utilitarian. The defeat of the artist in the story coupled
with the undeserved victory of the brute force (the blacksmith) do explicate Hawthorne’s
stand towards a society underrating the artist’s role in life. To be more precise, this is
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Hawthorne’s unequivocal judgment of his myopiac and narrow-minded society that al-
ways looks askance at any attempt that betrays uncommon originality and innovation.
There are authorial interventions that support this hypothesis about Hawthorne’s dis-
approval of or dissatisfaction with such a society. The following is just an instance of
this overriding view of the individual-community relation and its dialectics, What the
prophet, the poet, the reformer, the criminal, or any other man with human yearnings,
but separated from the multitude, might feel, poor Owen felt (644).

If we leave aside this unmistakably biographical aspect of the story, its allegori-
cal or symbolic one is equally interesting as it enables the writer to explore the other
potentialities of fiction, i.e. the ability to mingle or fuse the factual with the suggestive
or symbolic. The presence of the butterflies, both real and man-made, represents the
core of this important level of the story’s structure. In fact the ephiphanic moments in
the story and its evolution hinge on these butterflies. For instance, when Owen feels
completely disillusioned and resentful about his unfortunate choices and preferences
and seeks the company of drunkards, it is an actual butterfly that eventually ignites
his consciousness to pursue the task to which he is born and preordained. His spiritual
euphoria is expressed in very romantic terms,” a butterfly had alighted, and he lost him-
self in contemplation of it...as if its airy trade would show the path of heaven” (645).
This watershed experience in the artist’s life can only be likened to that rare moment
of ecstasy in Stephen Dedalus’s encounter with the wading girl where the artistic drive
with its promises of a bright future is highlighted and celebrated to the full, “Ah”...you
are alive again, child of the sun and playmate of the summer breeze, after your dismal
winter’s nap? Then it is time for me to be at work! (645)

To elaborate the significance of this rare moment in the protagonist’s conscious-
ness, the writer resorts to the explicitly critical judgment in order to bring home these
small episodes in the story but at the same time they hold so many implications concern-
ing the artist’s call and its deterministic side, It might be fancied that the bright butterfly,
which had come so spirit-like into the windows as Owen sat with the rude revelers, was
indeed a spirit commissioned to recall him to the pure ideal that had etherealized him
among men (645).

Not only does Owen stop these practices to which he is alien by disposition and
psychological make up, but also finds himself in frantic search for these lovely crea-
tures in farms and woods. They will serve as prototypes for his future inventions which
will keep his society mesmerized and spell-bound by such an unprecedented invention.
Such roamings in the woods and solitary meditations only split his community abut his
mental sanity or normality. The pathetic failure of Owen’s lifelike achievements is in
line with Hawthorne’s moral conviction as a Puritan fully saturated by the doctrines
and preconceptions of New England. Owen’s plight lies in the fact that he is not only
content with what is acceptable and feasible. His aspirations go further than that in his
desperate attempt to fulfill what is beyond the reach of ordinary people. Morally speak-
ing, his creativity, though laudable and admirable for so many people, is doomed to be
self-destructive and self-annihilating. In one respect, it brings to mind those archetypes
of creators and thinkers like Dr. Faustus who have transcended the permissible and
eventually perdition is the only thing that lies in store for them, In his idle and many
days he had considered it possible, in a certain sense, to spiritualizes machinery, and to
combine with the new species of life and motion thus produced beauty that should attain
to the ideal which Nature had proposed to herself in all her circumstances, but has never

116



The Artist‘s Prerogative to Differ: Hawthorne‘s The Artist of the Beautiful

taken pains to realize (647).

These long moments of meditation and speculation materialize in creating such
well-wrought butterflies that even the most discerning spectators can not help crying in
disbelief that what they see is artificial “Beautiful! Beautiful!... Is it alive? Is it alive?
(649) Though such reactions of admiration are heartening and exhilarating to the spirit
of'the artist itching to the recognition of his toil and suffering, they arouse commensura-
ble disapproval and grudge among his detractors and rivals. The allegorical levels of the
story do not rest in the process of creating something extraordinarily beautiful and its
positive and negative effects. Creating this life-like butterfly turns into a yardstick or ob-
jective correlative for knowing and manifesting the various feelings and conflicts people
hold against the artist and the tacit challenge he poses to their self-complacency, to the
increased astonishment of Annie, when the tip of her father’s finger was pressed against
that of her husband, on which the butterfly still rested, the insect drooped its wings and
seemed on the point of falling to the floor. Even the bright spots of gold upon its wings
and body, unless her eyes deceived her, grew dim, and the glowing purple took a dusty
hue, and the starry luster that gleamed around the blacksmith’s hand became faint and
vanished “It is dying, it is dying!” cried Annie, in alarm (651).

Seen from this perspective, the butterfly turns into a sort of emblem reflecting and
embodying the various reactions and hidden feelings of the characters in question as
well as their quintessence. In a world of professional jealousy and outspoken deprecia-
tion of anything that dose not follow the trodden path of habitualization, Owen’s but-
terfly becomes the emblem or means of explicating the ever-growing distance between
the artist and pseudo artists or disclaimers of art and its hazards. It is true that the but-
terfly is virtually destroyed by Annie’s unfeeling infant. But the process of dismantling
the artist’s dreams and plans has already started much earlier than this critical moment.
The psychological war waged against Owen and his futurist projects is ceaseless and
takes different manifestations—scorn, humiliation, depreciation, ignorance and cool re-
actions towards the fruit of lengthy hours of labor and meditation. Perhaps Hawthorne’s
postulate is that there is no room for such radical artistry and aesthetic breakthrough and
perfection. The author’s comments and intrusions through the narrator’s views contrib-
ute in substantiating the story’s main postulate about the disparity between the mate-
rial and immaterial, the physical and the spiritual or aesthetic. Once more Hawthorne’s
references are helpful and deserve to be quoted at some length, He knew the world, and
Annie as the representative of the world whatever praise might be bestowed, would
never say the fitting word nor feel the fitting sentiment which should be the perfect
recompense of the artist who, symbolizing...moral by a material trifle, converting what
was earthly to spiritual gold — had won the beautiful into his handiwork (650).

This striking emphasis on the role of the butterfly in the story and its thematic
and aesthetic considerations is a key factor in disambiguating the different levels of the
story. The present study has hopefully shown the position of the butterfly in revealing
the reactions of those surrounding Owen. What is needed now is to see the parallels and
resemblances between these beings and the swift and graceful acts of the artist as he
seeks an expression to those visions smoldering in his mind. One of Hawthorne’s critics
tells us about such similarities in saying that the spiritual stages of the artist “parallel
the stages of the butterfly metamorphosis”(Bassil 1984: 7). In its graceful shifts from
one flower to another, the butterfly stands for the artist’s restless soul and endless search
for what is beautiful and sublime. Owen’s continuous pursuit of butterflies in farms
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suggests the inescapable affinity between the pursuer and pursued: both are restless,
delicate and graceful. I think Hawthorne’s precursor in English, the romantic poet and
critic, S.T. Coleridge, has given this issue its due emphasis in his renowned stanza
about the position of the poet (and by extension, the artist) when he refers to this central
paradox enveloping him and his eerie interests, “Weave a circle round him thrice,/And
close your eyes with holy dread,/For he on honey-dew hath fed/And drunk the milk of
Paradise”(Coleridge 1972:544-46).

One of the characteristics of the story is the overwhelming emphasis laid on the
artist’s viewpoint to the extent that the reader is automatically driven to side with and
adopt Owen’s own views and concepts regarding life, art and creativity. Those who have
raised objections or condemnation of his practices (Hovenden ,Robert Danforthand and
to a less extent, Annie) appear to be too weak to change the status quo. The reason is
obvious enough: Hawthorne actually identifies himself with the artist of the story and
finds an outlet for his (Hawthorne’s) own bitterness in taking the verbal art as a living
and its innumerable risks and insecure life. No matter how we view this short story and
its author and the immeasurable frustration of its protagonist, the fact remains that art
is the eternally irresistible call that chooses its practitioners or victims, bestowing upon
them a different sort of pleasure and spiritual joy. In the mean time art inflicts on them
a great extent of persecution and material need. This ambivalent situation of bitterness
and joy is the recurrent point in the story which can not escape the discerning eye.
Amidst the series of frustrations and buffets the artist’s persistence in following up his
profession is undoubted. The story’s message is evident: art never stops reproducing it-
self so long as there are people who have the potentiality and readiness to sacrifice their
time and energy for its sake. The story has given us the image of the artist in a nutshell:
a mounting sense of pride and elation coupled with a great measure of misunderstanding
and depreciation on the part of the community, including those who are very close to
him. The society does crave to the efforts of the artist but at the same time has qualms
about the his/her real intentions and the extent of his/her conformity to what is accept-
able and normal. In this highly representative piece of fiction, Hawthorne refers to his
own situation in a society that does not care for the real anguishes of writers and artists.
It is this duality between the wishes of the individual when tested against the dictates
and proscriptions of the community that constitutes the main issue of the ‘The Artist of
the Beautiful’. Moreover the question of beauty as perceived by the artist is relative,
controversial and at times suspect. The final impression the story leaves on the reader
or recipient is that the artist has to temper down his individualism and remember that
his mere presence and value consist mainly in the recognition of his own community
and people. Without these, all his efforts and ingenuities remain inadequate and beside
the point. There is a need to reconcile the needs of the individual and those of the com-
munity, if the inner peace is to be attained.
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Nona Kupreishvili

Correlation between Artistic and Economic Discourse according
to “Jaqo’s Dispossessed”

Summary

Keywords: correlation, economic discourse, modernistic project; activeness of
consciousness, abour and religion.

The biographical facts of Mikheil Javakhishvili’s life evidence his professional
interest and competence in economic issues. It is interesting to note that creative figure
of this writer namely, abolishes recently established supposition according to which
Georgian literature is regarded as means of generation mytho-poetic consciousness.
A hitherto unusual tendency of Georgian youngsters going to European Universities
to get “technical” rather than humanitarian education — in terms of changing cultural
paradigm, was due to real state of Georgian socio-cultural environment at the beginning
of the 20™ century.

M. Javakhishvili’s conceptual artwork Jago s Dispossessed (1924), termed by
the writer as the “groan of his own soul”, shows the correlation rate of artistic and
economic discourse in his creative activity with particular clearness. We should bear in
mind that Javakhishvili’s economic discourse is a constituent part of I.Chavchavadze’s
“modernization project” (K.Katsitadze) which can be termed as a post period of the
“creation of new Georgia in the depth of literature” (Z.Andronikashvili, G.Maisuradze).
The questions which were put forward with all their acuteness in publicist letters by
M.Javakhishvili and his contemporaries touched upon economics, as a form of culture,
as the most important component in self-determination and realization of a new
Georgian man. In his publisistic letters written in the 1920s Javakhishvili called for
“reasonable moderateness” (“Oh, to those who only trade and ah, to those who only try
to be chivalrous) which implied the balancing of social-political and national interests
by the ancient and long-suffering country standing at the threshold of capitalism. In the
letter “Small Man’s Small Thoughts”, the author emphasizes not only the creation of a
new culture but indicates the force which can successfully implement the innovations:
“Not corrupted feudal, not radical intelligentsia or socialist working people but called
the third element - trade and industry”.

Javakhishvili, after 17-year “rationalistic” (if we borrow his term) pause returned
to Georgian writing. Unfortunately, this return coincided with the failure of reformist
ideas forwarded by Illia and his generation. Just this painful process that was reflected
in the novella Jago s Dispossessed and those progressive advanced ideas which would
be valuable for any other European country, humiliated and insulted, standing on the
verge of nervous breakdown, that turned to be the subject of Teimuraz Khevistavi’s long
monologues.
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The problems raised by Illia in his time: the antinomy of a nobleman and trader,
town and village opposition, the agreement between national and capitalistic ethos,
activization of relations between functional man and his work are much considered
by M.Javakhishvili. It should be mentioned that the Jaqo s Dispossessed wraps up the
essence of the struggle of the advanced Georgian society between the 19% and 20%
centuries and the goals to transform Georgia into democratic state of European type.
This evaluation is done by M.Javakhishvili by merging economic ideas and artistic
tasks: “Yes, work, again work and work! This is new faith of a new time, new religion,
more powerful than Christianity, more necessary and useful. The one who comprehends
and realizes this is the winner, but the one who failed to overcome is ruined. And for
us labor is the hardest load, God’s curse. So that’s where the problem lies! What we
lack are labor and will, in other words, culture”. In our view this is new ideologema
went through the twists and turns of socio-cultural life which had been germinated in
estranged time and space and thus it appeared totally fruitless.
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Irina Modebadze

“Long Live Understanding!”
Interpretations on the Themes: Linguo-Culturology, Inter-Cultural
Communication, Cross-Cultural Linguistics, Cross-Cultural Dialogue

Summary

Keywords: translation, inter-cultural communication, linguo-culturology, cross-cultural
dialogue.

Native tongue serves as means for conceptualization of the outer world. It is
characterized by two-sided dynamics: it reflects basic values (The image of world)
and simultaneously affects their formation. If citing Paul Ricoeur there exist a close
relationship between a particular language and the rules of thinking: language reflects the
cultural values, ideals, moods, perception of the world” (Ricoeur 1995: 19). No matter
how many languages a person can speak, as a rule, he uses the mental constructions
within the frameworks of his native language paradigm. Therefore, if ambiguity follows
the “track” which is left in language, it is obvious, that those “tracks” will be different
in various ethnic languages. What remains “from these tracks” in translation? To what
extend is it possible to maintain the ambiguity of thinking? To what extend is it possible
to translate the various meanings of the “utterance” (either written or oral) and present
their adequate alternative in another culture?

Practitioners and theoreticians of translation are striving to find answer to these
questions, they organize international conferences and round-table discussions, analyze
the results obtained in interdisciplinary branches.

In the paradigm of “language-culture” problem priority is given to the study of
cultural characteristics revealed in the language. The interest towards mutual influence
and mutual merging has increased in recent years.

The article analyses and discusses the modern theoretical reconsideration-
evaluation of translation and inter-cultural communication challenges in the triad
paradigm “language-culture-identity”.

The 21% century is considered as the period of re-evaluating values. Under the
conditions of globalization and the development of informative technologies priority
is given to relation (communication) between culture and its separate representatives.
If globalization, unity-merging of local cultural experiences, is the only means for
achieving mutual-understanding, translation is granted a crucial function: it determines
what amount of our cultural heritage will be included in world heritage and how Georgian
language and culture will be echoed in polyphonic world harmony.
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Zurab Kiknadze
Moses with Horns on his Head

Summary
Keywords: Moses, horn, ray, glory.

The article deals with Michelangelo’s outstanding statue Moses (Moses with
horns on His Head) and the passage from Latin translation of the Bible (Vulgate) which
was used as a basis by the sculptor while creating the image of Biblical prophet.

Latin version offers the following variant of the passage: Cumque descenderet
Moses de monte Sinai tenebat duas tabulas testimonii et ignorabat quod contnuta esset
facies sua ex consortio sermonis Dei (Ex. 34:29,35).

The same passage in Septuaginta, being actively used while making translations
even today, is the following:

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of Testimony in
his hands, as he was coming down the mountain, Mose did not know that the skin of his
face was radiant... (JB)

Why has such a translation emerged? The answer to this question is defined by
the fact that the stem qrn has two meanings “/orn” and “radiance”. Hieronymus had
chosen the former. In addition, the reason for such a choice could be the conceptual and
phonetic identity between Hebrew ceren (horn) and latin cornu (horn). The proof could
be found in Vulgate.

Hieronymus gives the following version: Sacuum consui super cutem meam, et
operui cinere carnem meam. It is obvious that the translator was tempted by the phonetic
identity of the Hebrew word ceren with Latin caro.

The semantic relation between “horn” and “radiance” is proved in Hebrew texts.
In Hebrew, old as well as new, the word keren literally means “radiance” in appropriate
context. In parallel phrases the pairs “radiance/candle” and “horn” are each others
correlates.

Hebrew language is no exception. Sumarian language can prove the same:
Sumerian syllabi si, as its archaic pictogram evidences, contains a number of meanings,
having relation not only to “radiance” but “horn” as well. In Sumerian texts we will
encounter the same phraseological parallelism as in Hebrew texts.

Monuments of Mesopotamian visual art can serve as a proof as well, where Gods
are portrayed with horns on their heads.

It is widely acknowledged that they used to cover the horns of a sacrificed
bull with precious metals (gold, silver). “Odyssey” describes this process in every
detail indicating that while accomplishing the rituals its implementers consciously or
subconsciously preserve the radiant character of the horns. The ritual returns the horn
its imaginative-mythical nature.

We can conclude that with the help of unusual translations Hieronymus preserves
unusual archaic mythological models.
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Zaza Piralishvili
Gate to Pirosmani

Summary
Keywords: Pirosmani, primitivism, philosophy of art, Georgian art.

To express painting in word matter is the case when the word with its arsenal
and substance tries to present and express something which is built with quite different
material. It is clear that they have co-crossing space, and there also exists the feeling
of easiness of such translations. However, these translations are possible in the extent
when something strange, and probably impossible from the beginning, is possible: put-
ting of color and contour into the will of a word. And as such is difficult to be imagined,
we can only expect formation of some word clones built with color and form substance,
independent movement of which is suppressed and which is initially tied with umbili-
cal cord which represents its counterpart — exists only to the extent to which the first
exists, moves only to the extent in which the first gives the right, is life-giving to the
extent to which it first blows life into it and, if it way be said, endows it with the right to
speak on its behalf. Essentially, we deal with the symbiosis, when the word parasitizes
on color and contour, and the painting finds the permit for its existence with the sat-
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ellite in the communication space, correspondingly, inter-subjective, communication
identity. It preserves the entire mystery of identity — which is impossible to be poured
out into the communication space, and transfers time and again to the word.

The communication space has its own rules and forms. It demands that every-
thing, which has wish, should be a part of its context; first of all, it should prove
it (communication reality). it should imitate it and recognize supremacy of its laws.
That’s why, a work of art, in case its aim is not to prove communication exotic charac-
ter, with its simple color and contour expressive frankness presents eternally strange of
the communication space, which is subject to the dictatorship of its own clones.

And still, there is one thing which justifies such interpretation and points that it is
not only expression of the painting universe in other substance and placement into com-
munication matrix. The thing is that the word is also an expression of the resonance,
which in me through (in this case, Pirosmanish) color and contour start voicing, as new
dimensions of my consciousness. If such counterpart has, or may have, any original es-
sence, only in the extent as I prove with it existence of this resonance and thematically
turn this interior space of co-crossing, in which painting and literature meet each other
as co-participants, in which both painting and word have turned into my meaning and
it is already difficult to determine where comes my end, where starts a painter or my
word about him. All this turns into my fate exactly in the sense as everything, I have
ever come across on my way, is my fate: objects, people, thoughts, events and others. It
is this circumstance, which has a share in that relief outline, along which I move.

In the present article we try to read Pirosmani, as a part of our culture. It is also
an effort to see the painter in my own fate, as one of the vectors of my way, trajectory
or energetic centre, as one of the most important determinants of dynamic relief of my
and our existence.
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Juli Gabodze

Historical Anachronism and Self-Repetition
(towards defining the place of some of Akaki’s poems)

Summary
Keywords: Akaki, Gorgasali, artistic method, passage.

A historical theme occupies an exceptional place in Akaki’s creative activity.
Perhaps it is difficult to find elsewhere so many historical, mythological or folk
heroes as they occur in Akaki’s creative works. Akaki even devoted some of his works
particularly to them: Tornike Eristavi, Patara Kakhi, Bagrat the Great, Tamar the Sly,
Natela, Vakhtang Gorgasali, Bashi-Achuki, Andrew the First Called, Saint Nino, Medea,
and others the list of which will take us far.

Particular interest to this subject matter is due to Akaki’s wish to remind the
Georgians “who we have been”, “what we are today” and what path we must choose
in future. To highlight the main idea in some cases he even breaks the chronological
frames of the events for which he was even blamed for ignorance of history. In 1897 in
journal “Kvali” #32 in anonym review Giorgi Tsereteli labeled the events rendered in
the poem Natela as “historical anachronism”. However, it should be mentioned that for
emphasizing the main idea Akaki was more interested in figurative link between reality
and imagination than in detailed chronological observance of the events. Moreover, the
poet sometimes did not avoid repetitions, offered the readers his thoughts using various
genre forms: in verse, prose, dramatic plays, satirical articles, fables and publicist

165



XJ@o 3odemdy

letters.

In our opinion, the so-called historical anachronism, self-repetition and
presentation of the idea through various genre works are artistic methods by which
the poet emphasized the central idea to which he returned over and over again. An
analogy was drawn with Baratashvili’s poem The Fate of Georgia, in which historical
anachronism can be found.

It is still undefined the place of two verses “To Vakhtang Gorgaslan” and
untitled “...raise the hero of heroes” which are considered the extracts from the poem
Gorgaslani by losif Grishashvili who published them in the section of variants and
extracts in the volumes of the poem (Akaki, 1940 and Akaki, 1956: 351, 352).

In 1886 Akaki devoted a poem to the King Vakhtang entitled “The Song of
Gorgaslan”. In 1899 Akaki again returned to the theme of Gorgasali, and published
an extended verse under the title “To Vakhtang Gorgaslan™ in “Akaki’s Collection
(#5). After this, he wrote the poem “Gorgaslani”’, which was published in the book I of
Akaki’s My Writings published in 1912.

This work surveys the directions of plot and idea of the mentioned verses and
poems. Conclusion was made that variational differences existing between them were
caused by changing attitudes in poet’s world outlook. On this basis it is concluded that
the poem “To Vakhtang Gorgaslan” is definitely not an extract from Gorgaslani’s poem.
It is an independent verse and must be published separately in appropriate volume. The
second verse (“Raise the hero of heroes!”) is also an independent work. Proceeding
from its different ideas it can be supposed to be written earlier than poem, therefore it
should be granted wide date — before 1912.
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Levan Bregadze
Exhausted Line
Summary
Keywords: Akaki Khintibidze, essays on Versification.

In 2001 I made a presentation at Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, at
the meeting dedicated to the 80th birthday anniversary of the eminent Georgian verse
researcher, Akaki Khintibidze. I have not published the report yet and my decision to
offer it for publication in this jubilee volume of the journal “Sjani” was determined by
the fact that Akaki Khintibidze was the member of the editorial board of the journal
founded in 2000 and was one of its most active authors all his life — all the volumes of
the journal “Sjani” contained his articles.

Let the jubilee of “Sjani” serve in memory of this person who took great care of
the journal.

The review analyzes the letter “Ilia’s Wish and Hope” being published in Ak.
Khintibidze’s book “Essays onVersification”.
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Konstantine Bregadze
The Series of Scholarly Essays “Literary Studies”
Summary
Keywords: “Literary Studies”, “Theory of Genre”, “Metaphor”.

Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature has initiated the implementation
of the essential literary critical project: we have to deal with the series of literary studies,
carried out within the frameworks of the scholarly grant project “Literary Critical
Discourse. Contemporary Researches” (donor organization - Rustaveli Foundation).
This series of literary studies envisages accumulation of the knowledge in scholarly
essay format of the review-descriptive type and later their release. Two scientific essays
of this series have already been published: Irma Ratiani’s “Theory of Genre” and
Rusudan Tsanava’s “Metaphor”. The publication of similar scholarly works covering
current literary critical problems and issues of literary theory are planned.

This project is remarkable from two standpoints:

Primarily, it is an attempt to fill in the gap that exists in Georgian literary
critical reality, particularly in literary theory. Under the conditions of Soviet pressure
assimilation and reception of Euro-American literary critical achievements and literary
theories were banned (for example: psycho-analysis, structuralism, post-structuralism,
literary hermeneutics, receptive aesthetics, new historicism, mythological criticism and
others), however without the reception of current literary theories Georgian Literary
critical process cannot develop.

Secondly, this series has didactic value as well: the scholarly essays are primarily
oriented on BA, MA and PhD students of humanities in higher institutions and would
serve as the supplementary guide to literary theory and literary studies.
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Solomon Tabutsadze
Much Benefit
Summary
Keywords: literary theory, chrestomathy.

The review covers the first volume of the chrestomathy of literary theory. The
reviewer makes emphasis on the origins of general literary theory, its ideological fate
in the Soviet epoch and the current situation in Georgia. He welcomes this type of
projects and considers that the outcome of the joint project of Shota Rustaveli institute
of Georgian Literature and the Institute of General and Comparative Literary Studies of
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, the first volume paves the way for the future
development of a new literary-theoretical opinion in Georgian literary critical sphere.
The author expresses regret towards the delay in publishing the course-book edition
oriented on the subject, systematically selected texts and passages, however he prefers
to promote future plans rather than criticize the past and represents the supervisors of
this and some similar projects, Irma Ratiani and her colleagues (compilers of this first
volume): Venera Kavtiashvili, Gaga Lomidze, Tamar Lomidze, Maia Ninidze, Solomon
Tabutsadze, Rusudan Tsanava. As the reviewer remarks, the edition is not limited to
the course-book function and represents a reading book for literary critics, as the great
number of the texts displayed in the chrestomathy were unavailable up to present;
Aristotle’s treaty translated by Bachana Bregvadze can serve as a proof, not to mention
Sergi Danelia’s two editions being published within 35-year gap.

In order to form a complete opinion about the collection the reviewer represents
the displayed texts and their authors: Upanishads, Plato, Aristotle, Horace, St. Augustine,
Nicolas Boileau, Vakhtang VI, Anton I a Catholic, Mamuka Baratashvili, Denis Diderot,
Lessing, Goethe, Schiller, Hegel, Coleridge, Belinsky, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Ilia
Chavchavadze, Ipolit Tenny.

The reviewer considers it crucial to embed Georgian conceptual explications in
a wide context, as the perception and realization of Georgian literary discourse and its
representation as a whole are essential. Georgian material represents the organic part of
the process of European literary studies.
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