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LoBZ5MH05, M0MOE 53GHMM0 J0NNOMIGOL OMAME 536 3Mgd96 LoHOZMYdO Ss-
905690 FmGOL MHMNOYHNMBL, sbg3g 3063060 LoLLEg, GMIGEToa 05306-
39 56 03GMIMs 3gaMmdMOL gmbl dmbsyzsbs s MmOl sdmMLoggbamgwa, bo-
0MMMME MA039 39AMdsMHO 035, TBMEWME LobgsMTs godmsdymsgbs boy-
39OM0 5 JOHMPMMGDS 39300 35GHMMbOL, 3063060Ls@T0. bmggwols domgwo
dbs@3m o Jumzowo Mo30L0 3MmbEHMILEHIO0MS s BGHoMGHBdom, dbgdols
935360 LYYMSMOm, L3 sEM FM3wbIdOL LEGMSGO YobgoMsMgdom, 430639690l
5005305690l IMGOOL 390000 MYOPOIOMIOLS S LogzsGeol TgbsmBmbadolism-
30L 399008030 53GH0OHMBOLS S dOHAMEIOL 599300 MBL. doMdOLO 0Mmbo-
0 533MdL, MMI bLyEogMo LoEsdsBy s L3gmY OELLBL 56 MHAgEEYds vy
3ol 56 MBOMNHOEYO0b: ,, $98MBLEIL , mOIbEsG sbermgbo dggmb&98o 0y3-
69602 o 0by deroge 935G 9HIs69000, COLSOL 5t dgodemgds 3ogrdg-
@9829¢09 G500 bosbermzge “(Barbusse 1914: 181).

6. 49605L MtdboEr bmggegdl Mol sbsbodbsgos ,,bobs®y“ (La Tend-
resse), gH®0 LoY3z5MmYeol OLAEAMM0s M930L0 LOLIOWWOMS S FJOZOWOm, MM-
39w doi 933H™M0 30905 50030560l bryerol LoM®I)gdL s FoMdmsBbL gdmso-
900L BomMOM A5TdL.

9bM0 35M00MLO LodFMmMd LOJoMMZGEML gOHM-gHMO Y439wsby yogwgbo-
9bo MEbmgwo dbsmEsdF Mo oym, GmAwwob 65398936900 JoMomwme gbsBy od@o-
WM 0mM1IBIOMPS O IMWEGHYIONE-0INMFOIOM0  3OM354560l 0blL-
&M"9963 9 godmoygbgdms. dolo 3oHo@Eo Lado@mzgemdo bsdFmoms 3ogdocols
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3MWGHNOMo 03wmdsGool Bafowos, GmIgwoi dobbs olsbsgws obsg-

90 063 gegdEH¢10egd0b LeagosEolidMo 0EIMEPMYRO0L SMTIM FogMH0BIdU.
9660 05MHBOMLO 53OMBL, MHMT LogMbAgMOL MHgL3mdEro3ol babgzeMlsm3 -

Bgs6 250m(300d530 396 ©0bsbs MHIBMOHTGIOL MYJMGOOL 9B39]EHMOMDS, ©Y-
9365305 396 oRBIOHMMZEs 659300 1530LvBEgdOL FodsMm M gdom (Bar-
busse 1921: 35). 3060dom, LeEosEM-930bm03MHTs 3H0BOLYdTs, 30MHZ3gEdo
Abegom mdds s Bo8oDBIoL LoxzMMbYd OMHIMBs , MM FoTMBOZIWO 56 0gm;
500@ ™3 »ym@9gds 0890L MZ5¢0m BsdFMmMs 35330MHOL LM OSWE-3MEOEO0-
3996 3OMAMToL, 96 0ym 5©30¢0 dmzmgbadol LfmGMs Fgxuoligds, GMmymO3
39650 0o©sbodg 53dMBL, JsOMWSES, ,,@IUSFXIH 0BBICIIAOLISCIC bsdystreado
G9056569690280L bsydspzocmem bgbo 80dmd@mds, 3s5bUs32900698000 30 %36Gsb-
329¢7 356930280 “ (0o0sbodg 2006: 26-27). 0930005639 396 ©o0bsbal 9930003900,
999 30 3393039900 gods dwogd d0MMMIOSGH05© hIFMYsE0dS. OM-
3mO3 BobL, 56O dsMBdOMLO 0bgMHEooL BHY39Mmdsd0 s©0IMBBES, MomsE FsBMImME-
5 00 3Hol, MoLM3Z0LsE 0OMIMS. S6EMY OO AYOLEHIOZ0W0 SFdMBL 0ro-
30L 656339380 ,,b53m005 353000056 80 ©s66G6960L — FglHimegdgd0%, GH™I
»09309b0G98wem, H5G9829¢m 5sF05690L 565306 03U sbems, dgdstrpc3969 3M9bs
Ibeagrea 099698L Js0> 08 H95080L bsersbdmsgs, Hmigemog 903098, »090269
dbeog, obobo, 3065 829¢00 5H5G98L LsOstorerolb s 0530b9%¢m980L 0L,
306 086030l (H9¢rdsboborgol, 8s68onligbo, Gmdgb Geersbgdo, gosbdb9b,
bsb s@sth 009896, G500 0633¢03 30 OBGHIZ9879¢0 3602¢mYHsHIBOL BSOS~
Yoo dsbiss “(Gide 1937: 66).

LoAHMbIOMS, O™ 6GO BMBIOMLTS 396 0bIBY JoBmggeo 0bEgaroyqb-
300L 365 s 3MNWEHMOOL 0EIMEMAO0MHO JMBEGHMM®O, bgwo dgmhym Jot-
00 WOFIMGHMOHOL Le0sEobEHWE JLmgE035d0 0bEJAMOMIIL s Jotom-
390 FgMHegdol 930Mm3wer 3OHMEE MM OEIMIGMLMD ©osbEmgdsl.
ob 396 bgs3s ©939009L 2o9mbogoel sOLYdIMWo 3M0BOLOWIB Mogolbo MH™-
obm3z0L, sdo@mad dMTo@ L IHM@, MM EIIMIMSE0S AORBIMOMNMIEIOMOS Tbm-
WME GJIMCOE00M.

00vbgo35 5d0bLY, bobAsLIom Mbs 0md3sL, GMI sbMo dsGBdOMLOL
6o ,393beo’ 30dsMME0s mIol [Fobssmdwgy, OGMIgEbsg 396 FosdsG -
@gdL 39603 9HMO 30G035. Jobo BLOJMEWMAOMMO Brmgzgwgdo o6 Mol 0g-
ME®A0HBYIMwo, 3060Jom, 5©bZLYS 5053060l MBIYMABMBOMm, JoLO d¥Y)-
B9d0bL HomdmBgbobs s 1103gmolo3gb 803530l OO L¥YM30EO.
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Henri Barbusse’s Legacy in the Georgian Soviet Cultural Space
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This paper explores the influence and reflection of the French writer Henri
Barbusse’s literary and sociopolitical activities within the Georgian cultural space. It
presents a comparative analysis of his works and how they were perceived in Soviet
Georgia.

Henri Barbusse emerged in the literary field in the 1890s as a symbolist poet,
later becoming the author of neo-naturalist novels and psychological short stories, as
well as a publicist and political figure. World War I radically transformed his worl-
dview. He volunteered for the front in 1914 as a true pacifist. The social-economic
crises and the subsequent rise of fascism convinced him that there was no visible
solution — thus he turned his hopes toward the events unfolding in the first socialist
state, Soviet Russia.

The paper analyzes Barbusse’s impressions of his travels in Georgia and the
Georgian translations of his works. It also evaluates how the Georgian press reacted
to his writing and visits. In the late 1920s, the Soviet authorities made particular
efforts to attract Western intellectuals and cultural figures in order to portray
socialism as a global success. Barbusse was one of the first intellectuals to depict the
Soviet Union as the symbol of a “new world.” His literary and publicist activities con-
tributed to the reinforcement of Soviet socialism. His deep ties to communist ideo-
logy are clearly reflected in his works; however, at the same time, he also vividly
portrays the brutal reality of imperialist militarism. At that time, speaking out against
war was considered a betrayal of national interests and provoked nationalist outrage
— such as in the case of Jean Jaurés’ assassination. Barbusse was one of the first in
European literature to depict the cruelty of war in his novel Le Feu (Under Fire) and
psychological stories, revealing the harsh and absurd conditions on the frontlines.

Barbusse’s travelogue “This is What They Did to Georgia,” written after his

October 1927 visit to Georgia, unfortunately does not objectively reflect the ideolo-
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gical pressure and dire socio-economic conditions in the country at the time. Party
workers accompanied him everywhere, providing fabricated and glorified reports of
success. The text contains inaccuracies about the First Democratic Republic of Geor-
gia, which can be considered slanderous. The Georgian intelligentsia was divided in
response to his visit: supporters of the Soviet regime (Platon Kikodze, Silibistro Tod-
ria, Tedo Sakhokia, Aristo Chumbadze) endorsed Barbusse’s evaluations and believed
in the restoration of justice and equality under the Soviet system. Opponents, inclu-
ding émigrés (e.g., David Sharashidze), harshly criticized him, while others avoided
expressing opinions. These differing attitudes influenced how his works were trans-
lated and interpreted, and how his political and literary contributions were addressed
in essays and critiques.

Barbusse’s novel Le Feu (Under Fire) was first translated into Georgian in 1923
by Tedo Sakhokia (with a second edition in 1930). His short stories were translated
by Aristo Chumbadze in 1930, successfully capturing the tone and style of the origi-
nal. Barbusse’s poetic vocabulary, use of antithesis, grotesque, irony, and sarcasm
were preserved. Aristo Chumbadze, a brilliant stylist, produced translations that are
both natural and refined, maintaining syntactical harmony with the original.

During the 1950s-1970s, Barbusse’s 1914 collection of psychological short
stories drew attention from Georgian writers and readers. The stories are grouped
around themes: 1. Fate; 2. Mad love; 3. Compassion. Many translations were publi-
shed in Tbilisi-based and regional journals and newspapers. Roena Kenia’s transla-
tions — such as La Tendresse, Hallali, Le Vrai Juge (The True Judge), Le Premier
Amour (First Love), and Le Frére (The Brother)—are noted for their artistic quality
and fidelity to the original.

The paper also presents a typological analysis comparing Henri Barbusse’s and
Sergo Kldiashvili’s attitudes toward World War I and their respective works: Bar-
busse’s novel Under Fire and story “One Weeps, Another Laughs,” with Kldiashvili’s
Ashes and “The Goblin Boys.”

Regrettably, Henri Barbusse failed to see the persecution of the Georgian inte-
lligentsia and the ideological control over culture. He contributed to the integration
of Georgian literature into socialist aesthetics and brought Georgian writers closer to
European proletarian literature. Barbusse did not envision any better way out of the
crisis of his time and blindly believed that democracy could only be expanded
through revolution. Nevertheless, it must be emphasized that his novel Under Fire is
an anti-war work that no political agenda can justify. His psychological stories are
not ideologically driven; rather, they are filled with compassion for humanity and a

deep desire to reveal human nature and promote goodness.
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