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(1927) @5 ,,OM ©5 4mxgoghgds“ (1962), dmMol dgMewm-3mbEol ,,00ddol 1gbmdgbm-
@mooL“ (1945) s H030mM0b ,,MM s BoMs@ogl* (1983-1985).

350009390 oG 6590MMIT0 ,,4ynz0gMHgds s MM yngbs (Sein) 350905
HORMO3 OMOm PoblabOzMMwo. 5J90sb, — MmbEMIMOMbBool 3bgds, 0ao ymazoghgdol
@O0 LEHMMJGHMOL 50b0dbs3L. ,,06ymz0gMHgdOL (BHgMB0bo, MHMIomMsE 35000gRgM0
239656B93L 50530566 gmagzbols bbgs sLYdsms Ymnbologsh, MMIgEmsg 965 9J3m M30m-
39(36m00L b0 s 56 ML 505G, LO3ZOOLY s FoMEHMMBdOL Fobsdy — b.¢5.) ym-
13090905 B396 3o63L5BLIMIMN HMYMGHE BOWBZs (BMHMBZS gb SMOL 5EsT0sBOL sGLYOMBOL
LAONIGHIOS, OMIYOE 59MOM0s6JOL FoOll, sFAYML s FTogol, ol 560l ssdo-
2bol Bot0Emds 39w or)mmdsdo s 308sMmEos dmdsgwolsggb — 6.¢9.). BeOb-
30l MBEGHMEMY0MGO LsBMOLO 5Ol OMOMMBS. [...],, MM sG55 MG ,,bMBOYIGHT0, SO
»0009dBHT0“ sMLGIMO, 5O3 ,,80360005% O 5OF ,,FIMIMN . 00 ,,500L* ,,MBOM SO
30069 bgdolidogmo bwd0gd@OMds 56 MmdOYIGHIOMBS, M0 030 05350 93 ,,MROM
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5QMYL“ FgLodagdEmdol 30MHMdSL FoMmImoagbl“ (3000gagco 1989: 541, 620). ,,560L 0¥
M5 4ma3096M90s MMIo olg, GMym®3 y3gus bbgs bobgHgdymao ymxzogmo? s baghmmo
3MOL Ymxz0969ds? 1) 30 0L 300, 3s30b Bz9b ol sym3gbgdeog Mbws 33bmm, oMot s
o053 YMGBogHo s dgbsdsdols 39d90mm 0go Lbgs ymmpogmms dmMob. gb Lagrgdgom
QMBSBO 5MOL. LOWgJ30Mm IMBIBO MO FobomgdMwo. B396 BgIgEHo goblxols s
4mydsbol 250989 35005Mgdm Tob, HMAMOE Mo®s3 YnGBoghl. Foa™Msd Lo doena3z0odl Bz96
309 MBSBA0 303Mm3Mmm b ,,0Mm0L? bogmms FmnMol 39MLo 3bsbogm B396 ympogy-
05L. ymgzger bogzml Ms30L0 ymxz0gMgds 9gd3L. bemerm ymxoghgds s SO Mowsss bogmo,
00 5O 00ymxzgds MMTo. s 35063 Yymxzoghhgds, 30moMEs Mobomds, gomsMEs Sfaygm
©OMOL, EOMOMMIOL Igd39Md0m A5BoLBOZMYD.. [...] YMB0gMHYds s M JHMIsbgmL
296L5D3M5396, 859000 0lY, MM SOE YMGBOIMNJOS OMOMO s M3 O™ — YNGBogHo*
(3509960 2014: 77-78).

396erer-3268H0 Abxgeomdl 9999:36900Ls o bbgeol mb@memyow® doeosbm-
d5%bg: ,,00 ,3maoAMBY“ Wfobobglo, OHMIGoE YOOGS s©0IMsbobs, MmymMis Bggbo
899936900L »BHYMM0 Lofyolo s HMIgEoE Lodmmmm Lsgd3zwsE I3l 39bgHerol
AMobLEIbIBGHIWMO  BowMb™MGOsL, 5oL ,MHIBWIJL0sIIO  3MPOGH™, 5530560l
F9b3900M5 M5 2903300359 MEYMSG FJAoM0EHIVMS bOTYSOMLMD, 5M5J© ,Yow)a-
J30635am9“ (opagne) yogogmgdsbmsb, ,39wwH ymazogmgdsbmsb® (étre sauvage), GmIgeos
(b B9b39®5) BgBmblighgdwe ©s30MHOL30MYdsBY (Lryaro-lbgmwo; bmdogd@o-mdogd-
&o...) Mfobstglos o HMIgEdos smsgzgl 0Mgdl 58 EI30MOL30MYDNME Fgg30wms MM0ZY
bo6y. [...] I9HEM-3mbEH0 565woBL 0fggdl ,,d390m@sb“ — 3 3 9 3 0 @ o b, GMIob ,,369-
053, 0930L0035© Y0, BIOGHMIWMM0S ,BLOJOIMHOLS® S BODOMEIMYONMOL*
3030390 MOMDOYOHMPMBI30L F0ToMm ™. Hobsowdgy MR gdlimeEmaools s d03ggo-
mOoBIoL 5GMAOLEHMOHO PZoeLsBOOLOLS, FMEHIO MMYBOBT0 3sLIHMBL sG> A5WOoBOo-
0bgds%DY, 05990 30M5MHPVSBY BE0sbs©, s FmJIgEIOL M5 Gud ) Ol MOASBM, sMs-
39 mM560Bd0, 3MmEbowo sMLYGds Fw0sb5 (6505d9 1979); ,,096¢0M-30mbEHOLMZOL s0d-
3oL s Lbgweol ImMob 3538060 s6GE B0DgHBMBO0Z05 O SME WMA0IYMHO — Mosh Lby-
Ml s odm(3000¢gdL InMOL sMLYdWO EIBMHZIZIO0 O MMOINMNTIMIOWJdY-
90900 FbmEME 5333500 3Hgd0m 5O 50bLbYds. 30MH0Jom, Yn3gwa35M0 Asdmbs@Gyo
B0JO0 50gdsDg 39M0BOGHOMYBL, 00 RO BMBLTIBEHME goagdsBY, M3 335d3L Lbo3wy-
0560 003Dy OHMAMGE bmMEogm 9gdyMdbgdol 3dmbg®y. Bzgb Fobstgnrgdlom®s
383Mdm B3960 299Mm(300¢980L 4M3390¢ Fobos®bl — 565 MHMAMOE bbgmwmsb doby-
BmdOH035© 96 3690000 ©353806MgdMEL, M09 HMYMME FoLmb Msbbgg®msdo Iymal
MOD0YONINGH03530vIM0 353d0M0m. 35b53bso 0dol Ggbobgd, HMI s0gds sOLYdOMs©
Lbgmagd®030s, bodBogl 0Tol, MM ol 396 3029000 5 396 29635BMYP>IOM b3 39-
3900 dobo Lbgmagd®o30 306:Mmdd0LAE. BgbmdgbscrmMmo 3gwmo M3 4sdmfggmaos s
o3 oBLOYBOIOMWO — ol 3MBLEBOGHWEEMPYDS LbgMEol LgblmGwm-dm@mmwo bEHGMI-
AMOIPOLS s LA gdEMdBOL Fogh. 50Jdolb bAHOWIEGMOS 030395, Mg Lbgmerol
LEAHOMIGHOS: Bgdo Lbgmro o600 Bgdo M3swmsbgwzol HadGowo bsdys®mby“ (Merleau-
Ponty 2012: XV); ,,8900@9ds 05305300390 453030 99360dbgds Mmgmé s ol gbs, Hm-
woms3 bgdby 8mgdggdgh, Hmam®E 3amdsMgmdol 2obEws 96 gdogg mogol sdmgwo-
@0 3o0Mm(3000¢gds (I'épreuve). Gglisdemos ob BoobiggMo, Mog dgobgg dgbggzs, MmEs mgs-
@Bl 3bFog, ob dYIMIV0, HMIIdOE »BYA 15380 30¥GOMYBL 85306, HMmEs BobgzMo
9d0bstg 356, 301900mgoL 005Dy, vy M5 Jgodengds 0gmb Lgms dga™abgds. dg 3aMIbMmd
LHmMg 009bs, ®dgbssg 8g mgommbgy 398mbggzo Fgatdbmdsl — 0dwgbs,
50009650053 0L FY39BAL 5OLYOMBLL OMYMOF MO0JJBHMOO LsdYgsMml gegdgbGHo s SM6
603bsgL Bgdmzol s6oxgMl. gl Bodbsgl, MM Tga®madbgds bos 39dgdmom ymggwazs®o
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30098000 d0bssOLOL J390Mmm. 0ToLMZ0L, HMI MOHO GO0 — FoRdoWOM, fFomgwo ©s
903969 — 39635Lb353™, olobo 339 ©bs JIbobgb PyAL Fob M0y Lzgbsl, s sdom M339
2056 04690056 Bgdogg mo30L boffoero. Lryzzms 8gamadbgds s9g3:M9 096905 gobm@bgzqwro,
dg4obogho s FgMGHowmgzsbo Igmfiydol asbgws — 2obaws, HmIgwos bogds Bydlogg Lbg-
MEm9b o J98MmEE0EgdILMD LMMEIO MabblzgMOL 30MHMdYdT0” (Merleau-Ponty 2012:
25-26).

%02002(0b Fowmbgosdo MM 5©s3056vH OME 0g3g3e 00Ybs, Msdwgbs-
53 0L BoMOGOMWI© MOl MmMAB0BIOMEOo, bmem BsMo@ozo, megzol FbeMmog, sHEOL
©OHMOMO 59M(3000¢9d0L 60dBYdOL Sbobsgom 0dgbl (Ricoeur 1984: 3). [...] yggwoxgmo,
M3 094 5 046909, s®LYIMBL TbMEME 0T0m, B sfdymdos. JogMsd gb 339 3oBLL339-
d9o sfdgms — 565 FamEHowmgsbo s »Imdgb@m, sMsdgr 3Mgbgblo, Mmdgwog gho-
©OMMEO© dgo3ogh 3gbLogMgdsl, YM®oEgdsl s dmemEOobl. s333s00 ofdym 339
0653500339505 J0MgOWM0s, MmO BsMsBozolbs s §obolfa®dgByzgwrgdol — sbv
96mdM030 5gdBHYdoL — LogwdzgEro. s dearmb, 965 33¢s3 0dGWBIBL Mo30L doewsls: B39
339bLgbgds s A3Foal, B396 35998539000 blimgbsl s 39000 IMTsz35L — s sFom, gbo,
399M (300009055 s ImJdgEYOILML JMHMOE, 0L dogrss, GMIgEoi L3gdGoEobdol {obsdy
QL. HMEYLE 3500MdmM, MM Mows3 JmbEs 96 dmbgds, B396 MMOL sOLDY 3o o6
3580Mdm, 5M199© 08 ImgdggdsDY 3IM0mMGdm, MMIomsE 5L ,393900m“ 96 ,,FobsbFsG-
0939439 P®“. 50539 LoxMAzgw DY 533LEH0bY STdMBs: sunt ergo — ,oMLYOMOYE, 95To-
bo5dg, FoOlEo s FmMBsg5¢0 — T3 M5 MMYMMF (3CZIMILO MJOWMIJOO0, SM5TJ©
GepmO3  dgblogmgdol, dmEmEobol s YMeegdol Jobsgsbo  asbbmBowgdgdo®
(Ricoeur 1984: 10-11).

2. BomlmBoMe  GMs030gddo ,,bLbgmwb® asblbgsggdmmo 960dzbgwmdgdo
g3 853905, 56GH03MH BOWMBMB0530, FensH2b0sb, LYBLOBOWI MO s OWLJIEY)-
60 b53gor s30MHOL30MYOO bofyolgdos. AMHIBMBIO, B0DBO3NMO Lsdystre dmbggby-
005, 5015398050G0G0, 000JgO0L bsdgsMm — LOHMWYMBOEO s FJIoMOEF0. 3EoG™bol
sBMom, bbgmedo dmdfiy3gMwo Lo EsdsIdOLMSBSZ9 0305YgdL M©BLL, MmIgwos
Lamb 5g3b, 099930 396339990 dscobbdgzom dobo goblighgds dgbsdergdgeros (565869bo-
Lol 9gm©0s). s®oldm B ergborzol — Lbgrmao 9@Esxa0H03wMH0 360BE030L To@Mmgdgw0s.
030U sLoblBgs 296530 5MOLEHMEJGI 30EMIMOROBIOL MYMG0s. ghmo Fbeog,
byl 593b ©smbafgacmgdgaro bsfgolo, HmIgeoa bbgs gergdnb@gdmsb womogmoddg-
QB0 56 J00MYds, dgmeg dbG0g, dolido sGOL ol obsgsbo doMmdIdo, MmIwomss Lby-
M0 SOOL 56 bgds oLYMO, HMYMEOSE Tl 30R9PM. SHOLEAMEGHIILMD byl 5J3L
™Mo 360063030 — 3m@gbE0MMo ©s 5d@B0Mmo, 3mEgboMo 3MGobE3o MOl TsBghos,
BodBHMOM030 — BMMTs. Jobo 30EMINOFMWo MIGMobs Foomgl s bbgoalbgsazsMa©
296350GHL 5MOLEMGHIWL d9MHIGHTs 30896EOEGHMMYdTs 5 LMsbB03MLBs BowMLMBM-
bgdds. MTs 533069085 LIS 50FIMS sMOLEHMEIIL 30 MIMOBODBIO sMOLGHMEY-
@b BoBogoLs o 89BHOR0D0IZsbg 30l 3mTg6HMdT0. T Lovy3zbggdol dY3MTS
993609635 30cMmIMOR0DBI0 FosgM(39ws Y43gms sMbYdsbY — sbagEmBIdBY3 30. MMBES
3965bb35390bgb Bgzo® s Bofjogd Lbgmargdl, o3 9BMIbIdMEs 353wL: ,,56056
Lbbgmarbo Bgsodmbo s Lbgabo dofiog®bo, BogMsd Lbgss Bg309MHMs oEIds s bgs —
90fogmms* (306390 3MMObmgms J08sMm, 930 Jgmbmmdgdg, 40). @293 boz0lL
Lbgmo s Lo mMo dsblibzsgzgdao bmdLE6E0ss, Lo gl GOl dmsBOH™3bY Lsfgo-
Lo, ambo, bgmolgsd ©odm300gdgwo. 535L JoMEHIB0sEMM MoEoHAL »Fmoadab.
130602BH58 8mboBIoL MMM YYoMYM ©I3MEGHOL OE0DHIo, L3obmbslmzol Lbgmwo
@5 3mbgds 9BHO s 08539 LYYBOLEBBEOOL bbgsslbgs Bmerbos. bozdylh Bowmbmgosdo
Lbgmao ds¢gsnz3egdobs s LYMmZ30ol 500, 030 M30mMmb LogmEbangs, GMIgwos
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0dLsbEgol 353030L(3905L, 5005MYOL. 56 5MLYdMBL LbgmMb Es30MmOL30MYdIMWO b
0oL Bods sMLYdEo bryEro, Lo gl 0EYHoss. BY3o30LMZ0L oL BgdgEos. 3lig-
0l 39bmdgbmemy0sdo a3b3qds BHgMmdobo Leib (Joom. — Gobo), Gm3garog godmoygbgds
3936 dbgdmo Lbgryeol godmbobo®sgs, sbv odgl Lyd0gdGHNIMMBdOL gExgMo, o5 0yvy)-
@obbdgds Bbgmeo, Gemdgwbsg bdogd@o G90aMmAbmdL 6 sMgx3egdloMgdl, goblbbgegy-
b0 Korper-bgsb (Jodom. — lbgmaro), GmIgwoa G0l mdogd@ado bbgmwo, gobozméo,
89MdbgdgdoLs s 2obLxolL a5M9dg, Mg LwYdogdBL Tob Tgbobgd Fgodwrgds 3Jdmbogl.
G9emer-32690b 39bMmIgbmerma 0530 bgmero 5030560l dgaMdbgdomo s 3mabo@om®mo
299m (30000 900L 496mgmEzgo bofowros. dobo ,4063woo Lbgmwo®, ,,Lbgmwo Gmymms
3m@aboeo bbgmo® gl 560l ob, Mg gw9eobbdmdL bbgmwol gobwmymgger 3038060L s0d-
AsLmsb. genmb dobgzom, Lbgmwo 3mwod03wo Bgbmdgbos, GmIgEoE EoLEO3Wwo-
Bols s doomBEgdol 8mogs® LsdobBbgl HoMdmoabl s 3MmbGHGMEEYds domdmeo-
039600 097960Bdg00m. Fstfbolb Bowrmbmzosdo Lbgmeo 93mbmdozwdmo s bmEoswvy-
Mo 9mgwgbss, IO@IoLs s FoMBmgdol MabmELO, ,,390L539NMIIMEO Lodmbgwro, G-
99bsg 89mdemos 3930 oMgdvEgdol 89ddbs, 3000MY 535 oML (FoMdbo). doguob-
AN Bombmgosdo bgmaols s Lreol/36md0gmgdol odmn@mdool oblzm®mbo oi33-
@905 bbgmeol, OH@AMOE bmEosMe© bEHMWIEGMOIPSO Fmzewgbol, 3HoG03om. 50
bgg0oL boffowos g9bamol Lmaommmyos, 13900boLEGHWMHO MYME@M0gd0. Bs?hemgto Lbg-
)l 395b0bosgl MMameE bLmEosww® JmngEgbsl, Mobog FIBLEBEZM3L bglol, 3gbgg-
Mols s MHx3MHMENMI3oMmo dHmdol bgsalibgs ©olgMmOLIdo s dsesvyeEgdols
99g456013980. 396@IMHOL LoEoMEMYos Tgobfsgzerol, MmymE 2sblsBEZMIZL Labmyswm-
905 , 3OO o ,059535390“ J39390L O OMPME 50LObYds gb 2oblbZegzgds YoBsmgdsd0,
OMIom d3BsODBY, 3mE0BH03580 s Lbgs bmosw® 0bLEHOGMEIOT0. Blodmmemyosdo,
26020006 LrydEwodsgool MIMOos Lbgmaol 96gGaosl 4obobowsgl Gmamemz Fgodml
beaE0sNMM0 s 3MWGHNMOMo B5Jd0sbMBOLMZOL, 53 3GMEILL bbgs ©sdme)30Id o,
Lo g®o 033Mbo 560 5gal, ol G0l bbgmwgd®ogo 0bliEobd@ol Rsbszwgds Loddm-
Mo 9mgddggdgdom. Lbgmemo 56O sMOL gLodmEmaool 33eq30L Mmdogd@o, Fop®sd
2MLdMdL BLlogozMo Lbgmwo, GMIgwog 3eobogne 8gdmbggzsdo s6 gdmbzgzs dom-
WMaoMHo bbgmeol 5©ddsl. 58 olmbsblido bgds ol 3eobozM®o 3635¢RgM™M3bgds,
Hmdgog BLOJOIMOO 935©IPJOOL Lobgom sl bmdowo. B39l 3mbEgdu@do
399mMBgmo  50Lob0dbsg0s bsblol Bowrmlimgos, GMIgwdos bbgmwo asbobowmgds
MHegmO3 Ibmsb (Lbgmwmsb) msbsgmxbs, ob dmwdogs offgmgds Bzgbl ymabsdo o
§o6IMogbL sBMM3BIBOL sPOU.

3. Martin Heidegger, ,,Die Frage nach der Technik, ,,Die Technik ist also nicht blof} ein
Mittel. Die Technik ist eine Weise des Entbergens. Achten wir darauf, dann 6ffnet sich uns ein
ganz anderer Bereich fiir das Wesen der Technik. Es ist der Bereich der Entbergung, d.h. der
Wahrheit” (Heidegger 2000; 14).

4. bbgmE oL sBLMEEHODIOOL dMOHMEHIBL gbgds MEEEM™L 3oduErol HGMTsbo ,,500-
90560 5 3o08Mb0“ (,,Ape and Essence,1948): d06m3w 530m35¢00xLobdo do@smhgbom
505805698 5056 54300 Agblioggds, 3MWEGHYIOMWO (36Md0gIMYds, bmewo. FgwgyeE obobo
39635396 ©9dgMgdOL  MBoMlL. gl BLOJM-BOBOINMO  IYMOIFOS  5@sT0BL  5J(393V
050899650.

5. go30bligbmm dMgog3030L boddg s Bmmzgaomwo 39603 gbgow®o LgMzgobo. b
obanobsb, 2024 ool 30, 3996mb 9dudgMGgdds 993mmgds godmmdagl sHmEOL soMoom
103300 EsLKOL AsdM, MMIgEog 533-00 b FoBbMOEOgEGdMWOYMm. 25960l
99u39BGH900s 583-0l FMH3OMBIL dMYfmEL, 56 SMgLOMIO0bsm 103300 LK
3BMEHOL 5060l 303mgJbool Ledsergdom. 0bobo s3boYdEDID, MM 53 dgmmpoo Logsz-
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©Owom sbxs 900¢gds 50dMmBBEIL dMOW©gdEol oTsMm ,LalE030, 9Mo5Esdo-
26960, oMLIdOL Fgdeobggero dm3YgH™Mds 56 Fs89ds3 30°. AbX93MIOMOL SEZMISFHJOO
130d6MmdEbgb, MM SHBMEHOL goBom L033OWom ILKOL oMol  Jsdmygbgdoom
(G0Bgog 56 5oL odm(3000¢0), 3g0dEgds MM39ME0yYm 533-0b 3MbLEHOEHWE0s, M-
39wog 3™zl ,LbE03 s wBggmem Lobxgwgol“. https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/
32758468.html

6. ,,39L3M5300L NMBLIOMWL BOHMOEOL Lfagwrgds s dobo gdmdbsbggwo GMs-
0309 bLmMg M 4960@96OH Mbybg 5053L9dL, BOMOEOL MsbsdgM™m3g BLoJm-
30DOMEMYgdds gl OMIMEGds 00 Fggobobdby Wo0Ygz9bqL, Mobog Yoad gMgdosl
MPmqd9b. 9509, FOMOO s30L0 Lagergdol EILEdSF0E TmYmEgdvEo bsbl wbs-
359L 00sL, OMI MEAYB3o LYdOgBHD F00sMHMYD5d0 BMULEHIE 03039 BYbI30sL Sbtry)-
@gdl, Mobsoi 8000... MORBI0 M930LM035© F0d0s, MEIIBE LvMZ0wo boggrdzgur-
00090569 RL3IOKYOL 4530 Ls35M9E:TIMO J9FMYMBOE0S ©S3F59gMB0EGIOLOYD. 56-
30L 399MBg3 B3gbm30L 00 sBGOL ISOMOLSOMIOSL, MHMI sMLYIMIL sTIZ0EJdOL, fiy30-
ol LEYEOo MM0INHMNIYMFYIol dmdgbEgdo, HmImgddos 9oL Jgwydwos dgmMoo 38s-
g4mxowo ogmb. B396, sbseo@ozmbigdo, Mumm sbanmsb Gggbgwsgzm, Moms @sgobobmm
ob, ®o@ 09 8m3gb®Hgddo dg3l — BMbLTIBEHMOO Bowr03MHO SW0dO, LEWSE Mowsi3 VoM
Joo bdEodoMmEgds ol oMleMdMO3 BMBJ30530, FogMed 5353MMYMISE MM3 0lgo-
80, M55 MLILEOHMEWME HBYGdS FoMGO (o396 553 2013; 168).

7. ,JImmure Tenam (pasBe mucaresnb AelaeT YTO-TO Apyroe?): aTo GyIeT OTIPaBIeHO

OBITHIO, WJIH, elle JIy4ire, ObITHIO, KAKOe CaMO ceOsl OTIpaBisieT (pasBe YTO-TO APYToe MBICIHUT
memtenue? (JKau-JTrox Hamcu, 1999; 43).

8. In Georgian, this novel is titled "Megapolis and Physical Persons", but as the author
noted in a personal conversation, the title of the novel in the English translation will be ,,La
Quartet®.
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Literature and the Body in the Context of Davit Kartvelishvili’s Novel
»La Quartet“

Summary
Keywords: body, identity, time, emigration, trauma.

This study is neither a sociological nor a poetic analysis of literature. Rather, it
focuses on the contextual dimension in which technogenic modernity absorbs and
internalizes the historical roots of culture, transforming both the human being and
their reality. The research aims to explore how contemporary Georgian literature
reflects the crises of human existence and culture — how these transformations are
represented within it. In this respect, the very notion of “modernity” is problema-
tized from the outset: literature is not merely a product or artifact of its time; it is
time itself — its structural dimension and a mode of experiencing it.

Within this problematic framework, special attention is given to Davit
Kartvelishvili’s novel ,,.La Quartet! (2023). The theoretical foundation of the analysis
draws on phenomenological and hermeneutic paradigms (Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty,
Ricceur): time, body, and literary text are interpreted as interwoven structures, each
carrying a shared crisis-oriented intentionality. In this context, Kartvelishvili’s novel
— which constitutes a new aesthetic in contemporary Georgian literature — is approa-
ched as both a deconstruction of temporal and cultural crisis and an alternative
reality. This reality belongs neither to the matrix of history nor to the familiar
tradition of writing, and as such, offers the reader a possible way out of crisis.

A central focus of the study is the crisis of the body. The body is treated as an
anthropological marker of both civilizational maturity and decline—one that, under
the conditions of technogenic humanism, has become a disembedded, historically
disoriented, and physically lost individual in the megapolis. In today’s world, the
body appears as a performative and cyber-reflexive phenomenon, while physical
relationships — once a mode of social coexistence — are replaced by the virtual. Under

these circumstances, the individual finds the body and its cognitive and physical

! In Georgian, this novel is titled "Megapolis and Physical Persons", but as the author noted in
a personal conversation, the title of the novel in the English translation will be ,,La Quartet®.
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capacities insufficient. At the same time, this body is dehumanized by social pressure,
reduced to a mere biological entity struggling for survival — deprived of the cons-
ciousness of trauma. Such a condition leaves the individual without a story, without a
narrative that could bind existence to cultural identity or generate political awa-
reness of shared experience.

In Kartvelishvili’s novel, the individual — now reduced to a mere “physical
person” — bears precisely this burden: the weight of ontological emptiness. What
drives the character is the everyday struggle for physical survival. In such a reality,
the individual becomes an emptiness of identity, for their “history” is reduced to the
repetition of everyday life, while the deeper roots of consciousness and memory are
no longer accessible. As a result, the individual becomes rigid toward affect, as their
entire psychic and physiological capacity is consumed by the imperative of mere
physical endurance. In this sense, the body emerges as a biosocial form of life anima-
ted not by metaphysical meaning, but by intraphysical impulses — bounded, in the
end, by the very limits of the body.

The study further interrogates the cultural significance of trauma as a mode of
experience. Human beings are, in this perspective, “children of trauma” — born
through it, and shaped by its existential unfolding throughout life. Without trauma,
the individual remains an empty being or body, incapable of registering experience
or forming narrative. Trauma binds together personal and historical identity. In the
novel, this problem is foregrounded in the lives of two key characters: a transgender
migrant named Meri and an elderly Jewish couple. The latter are united by a shared
trauma — both personal and historical — that grants their past the meaning of identity,
unity, and collective history. When love is absent, it is trauma that holds together
the threads of human and political meaning, thus becoming the foundation for a
cultural-historical narrative.

In Meri’s case, however, who survives through daily labor in a foreign land,
trauma has not yet become history or narrative. It remains merely a story — a raw
telling — because trauma, as an imprint of reality, requires a context — an enemy and a
friend — that would allow it to be shaped into narrative and prevent it from being re-
duced to a banal symptom of suffering. Neither exile nor the caricatured figure of the
mercantile aunt offering a profitable marriage suffices to accomplish this transfor-
mation. What is needed is another loss — one that marks both the end of the novel
and the beginning (or possibility) of a story, one that bears the impulse of birth, trau-
ma, and self-consciousness, because survival without such a story is no longer possib-

le. But that is already another narrative — another (meta)fictional possibility.
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One of the novel’s many layers of political irony concerns the modern
mythology of success. Success, in the late modern condition, is a subtle strategy for
compensating frustration and the loss of those existential elements — love and trauma
— that once gave personal identity its deeper meaning.

As for the novel’s poetics, its compositional structure is linear, which the
author himself describes as a sequence of links. There is no central plot, no romantic
storyline. Rather, the narrative is constructed as a non-sequential chain of loosely
connected fragments. The novel’s conceptual and structural composition is an allu-
sion to Dante’s ,,Divine Comedy®: in the capitalist inferno of the “City of Angels”
(Political irony about Los Angeles), the protagonist is followed by the ghost of Fran-
klin, just as Dante is guided by Virgil. And just as hope is meaningless at the gates of

Dante’s hell, so too is it at the threshold of the American paradise.
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