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Abstract

Dissident literature is a specific form of literary narrative that emerged in the
1960s and 1970s in the Soviet Union, as well as in the countries of the socialist bloc
of Central and Eastern Europe. Driven by the ideological pressure in these countries
— which limited not only creative freedom but also violated fundamental human
freedoms such as freedom of speech, thought, and belief — writers assumed a number
of social responsibilities alongside their creative ones, directly linked to the protec-
tion of international human rights standards. In this regard, a significant contribution
was made by writers from the socialist bloc and Soviet countries, including Georgian
dissident authors such as Merab Kostava, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, and Petre Gruzinsky.

Dissident literature is defined as a specific form of literary narrative that oppo-

ses dominant political, social, and cultural clichés, repressive regimes, and censorship
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norms. It represents a non-violent model of resistance aimed at protecting human
rights. Formed under conditions of political repression, dissident literature aims to
confront the regime and construct alternative modes of thought using all available
stylistic devices. Furthermore, facing persecution by state censorship, dissident lite-
rature was forced to disseminate through "underground" means.

The article examines the political and cultural precursors of dissident
literature, such as the death of Joseph Stalin — a materialized symbol of the country —
in 1953, the high-profile 20th Congress of the Communist Party, the speech by then-
leader Nikita Khrushchev, as well as the "Thaw" era and its cultural trends: the libe-
ralization of literary discourse, the emergence of Soviet neo-realism, and the inten-
sification of existential discourse.

It is noted that the Thaw period was soon replaced by the "Period of Stagna-
tion." From the 1970s onward, the Soviet regime's aggression toward any innovation
intensified, becoming extremely artificial on the one hand and disrupting elementary
norms of communication on the other. Consequently, the writer, as one of the most
qualified consumers of information, suffered from an information deficit. Bound by political
shackles, this epoch rightfully earned its status as an era of "stagnation" or immobility.

It was precisely during this era that dissident literature developed in full force.
The article notes that although Georgian dissident literature was somewhat weaker
in terms of artistic quality, it nonetheless maintained a significant influence on Georgian
society (e.g., the poetry of Zviad Gamsakhurdia and Merab Kostava, and Petre Gruzin-

"

sky's "Raised in Fear," "I Feel Sorry for My Castrated Generation...", among others).

The article introduces and defines terms such as Iiterature beyond bars,
isolation, internal emigration, psychiatric discourse, and forced repentance. Drawing
from its own experience, dissident literature helped society overcome complex psy-
chological and moral obstacles through its distinctive thematic freedom and radical
socio-political narratives.

According to the author, dissident writers openly faced physical persecution, and
their texts were subject to harsh censorship methods. Accordingly, the article introduces
concepts such as killer censorship and corrupted censorship. Finally, it discusses the
mechanisms for disseminating dissident texts, which strictly followed underground rules:
ideas were heavily veiled using various stylistic techniques, while the texts themselves

were circulated in manuscript form or through self-publishing (Samizdar).
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