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Vakhtang Kotetishvili
(Georgia)

“Ballast” of Antiquity

Summary

CLINT3

Key words: “old writing”, “new writing”, the condition of Georgian literature.

Vakhtang Kotetishvili is a rather outstanding figure of the beginning of the XX
century and one of the most significant representatives of the process called “Georgian
Renaissance” due to his wide-scale personality. Besides this, he was a type of a Renaissant
art figure because of his way of life - he was as much interested in the literary-folkloristic
scientific research as in sculptural arts along with history of arts and publicistic work.

Being the member of a popular socialist-federalist party, Vakhtang Kotetishvili
strived to achieve the harmonization of social and national problems. As he also was a
literary critic and the creator of a new Georgian aesthetics, Mr. Kotetishvili fully remained
the follower of the ideas of Archil Jorjadze, the leader of the party and one of the founders
of modernist art. Relying on the aesthetic theory of “a fine lie” by Mr. Jorjadze, Vakhtang
Kotetishvili is a real reformer of the Georgian arts through his articles. However, he
believed this reform was not going to do any harm to the identity of Georgian culture.
Having created three volumes of the history of Georgian literature that relied on theoretical
and methodological notions of Tennys, Brandes and Jung, Vakhtang Kotetishvili not only
enhanced with his solid work the successful process of our cultural genesis but he also
saved the young reader of that time from the harmful influence of the Soviet ideological
machine. The legacy of this gifted and versatile person is still timely nowadays.
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